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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

   A Monthly Newsletter	 JULY - AUGUST 2009

St. Paul’s Church Statement of Mission and Ministry
St. PaulÕs Church, Wickford, is a loving community of Christians seeking to be faithful to 

God and renewed through the Gospel. 
We of St. PaulÕs aim to love God through:

 • The sharing of the sacraments, worship and prayer,
 • Ministering to people and spreading God's word,
 • Seeking to become better stewards of God's gifts,
 • Working toward the Kingdom of God within us and in the world.

 

The St. Ambrose Prayer
           

O God of limitless abundance
Who brought water from the rock for your thirsty people,

 Shower us with your grace.
And as your Son fed the multitude with a few loaves and fish,

 Grant us more than we could dream of asking,
That we may boldly follow upon the path you have set for us;

 Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns,

 One God, now and forever.
  Amen
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from the Dir. of Music and Liturgy:
 

            Please join us for 
worship  this summer in The 
Old Narragansett  Church. If 
you would like to join the 
"pick-up  choir" to help  lead 
hymns and service music 

from the choir loft, feel free to join us at 9:25am. 

Summer means Art Festival time in Wickford. As 
outreach to Wickford's many guests, I will 
showcase St. Paul's prized Stuart  mechanical-
action organ Saturday July 10 at 2:00PM  with a 50 
minute concert of music by  W.A. Mozart, J.P. 
Rameau, P. Glass, and others.  Please invite a 
friend and stop by after lunch at St. Paul's Parish 
House for this concert with free admittance.

Peace,
Mark

 **************************************

Interim Pastoral Needs
The Reverend John Hall will serve as supply 
clergy until August 1 when our interim priest, The 
Reverend David Dobbins will start.  Please call the 
Church office at 294-6547 with any pastoral 
concerns.  Deb Mahoney will be in the office daily 
from 8:30 to 12:30.  The Wardens, Martha Parks 
(294-6362) or Ray  Jorgensen (465-6066), can be 
contacted for any  pastoral emergencies occurring 
after hours. 

Sunday School News
 I hope everyone is enjoying the summer 
and their time off from Sunday  school.  We are 
busy  planning for the next  year and are looking 
forward to working with your children again in the 
fall. Sunday school registration will begin on 
Sunday September 12 and is open to all children 
ages three and older.  Thank you to all the families 
who  helped make this year so successful.
 If you are interested in helping us out next 
school year, we are short of teachers. We like to 
have three teachers per class to allow flexibility in 
scheduling and of course, for the safety of the 
children.  There is no experience necessary, just a 
love of children and a willingness to lead these 
children in their studies.  Curriculum is provided 
and new teachers are paired with more experienced 
teachers. I have been teaching Sunday school here 
for 13 years and I can personally say I find it 
rewarding both personally  and spiritually.  These 
children have such a joy for live and compassion 
for others.  They teach us more about what is 
important in life than we can ever teach them.  If 
you are willing to help us out, please contact me at 
home @ 294-9908.  Confirmed teenagers and 
adults are able to teach Sunday school. Teens- if 
you are thinking about majoring in a subject that 
works with children, this is a great opportunity to 
gain some valuable experience prior to college…
and have a lot of fun while doing so.
 Enjoy  the outdoors and I’ll see you in 
September.
     Lori
Important Sunday School News
Vacation Bible School July 26-30 9am – 2:30 pm 
@Camp Canonicus
Remember campers please wear closed toed shoes, 
bring a cup, lunch, bathing suit and towel. On 
Friday lunch will be provided but please bring a 
snack.
Sunday school registration for the fall will begin 
on September 12th.  

Teacher dedication Sunday  will be September 19th; 
this will also be the first day of Sunday school.
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

2010-2011
(Tentative schedule of events for the MSY & HSY groups)

Sept 12    (Parish Day) HSY Gathering & Mission Trip Sign-up
October 3 (Sunday)  HSY Gathering (DR Commitment forms due & Pizza forms distributed)
October 17   Decorate (Halloween Happenings)
October 24   Dress Rehearsal (Halloween Happenings)
October 29 (Friday)  Halloween Happenings
November 7    HSY Gathering (Pizza Order Forms Due)
November 5 (Friday)  MSY (St. John’s Cathedral NYC)
November 13 (Saturday) 9:00 – 12:00 HSY Pizza Making Party & distribution
December 3 (Friday)  MSY Live Nativity (6-8)
December 5    HSY Gathering
December 21 & 22  MSY & HSY X-Mas Baskets
January 9    HSY Gathering (Pizza forms distributed)
February 6    HSY Gathering (Pizza Forms Due)
February 12 (Saturday) HSY Gathering (Pizza making party & distribution
February 26 (Saturday) Dress rehearsal – Variety Show
February 27 (Sunday)  Variety Show (3:30-5:30)
March 6    HSY Gathering
April 3    HSY Gathering
April 10   MSY Seder
April 16-23 (Sat.-Sat.)  Dominican Republic Mission Trip
April 25 (Monday)  DR re-entry meeting
May 1 (Sunday)  DR Youth Forum (10:45)
May 22 (Sunday)  Youth Sunday (missioners @ 5:15 & 9:30)
June 5 (Sunday)  Scholarship Sunday (9:30)

Parental support is always welcome, strongly encouraged & greatly appreciated!!!
If you should have any questions, suggestions or ideas, please contact

 Trish Nugent at 294-4357 x105 or youth@stpaulswickford.org

mailto:youth@stpaulswickford.org
mailto:youth@stpaulswickford.org
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Ministry Discernment Team

The team meets monthly to evaluate new ideas 
about ministries for the church using a process that 
can best be described as prayerful discussion. 
Proposals are brought to the team, usually by the 
Rector, and the team talks about them, thinks about 
them and prays about them in order to discern the 
extent to which the idea fits in with the mission 
and direction of the church. In general the MDT 
will, after consideration and refinement, take the 
concept to the appropriate ministry team for action.
Examples of ideas that were brought to the MDT 
in the past year include:
- the community garden, which was brought to the 
team in the form of a detailed proposal
- the Sunday community meals that  were 
conducted by several local churches including St. 
Paul's from January through March
- the Dream Team, an activity  that ran over the 
course of last summer under the oversight of the 
MDT to provide parishioners a forum to discuss 
ideas and possibilities for ministry
- the questionnaires that were included in the 
bulletins during the month of December asking 
parishioners for their thoughts on how to make 
their worship experience more meaningful

In addition, the MDT provides a forum for the 
Rector to discuss ideas about changes to current 
procedures and policies. Most notable of these was 
the decision to change the Sunday service times. 

Donald Hagist, Vestry Liaison
749-9517 dhagist@cox.net
Self-Study and Search Process

The process of selecting members for the Self 
Study and Search committee is just beginning. The 
Wardens would like to know if you have any 
suggestions for members of either committee.  
Please do not suggest a name without securing the 
person’s permission and understand that many 
more names will likely  be suggested than can be 
chosen. The Wardens, Clerk and Treasurer will 
compile a list of candidates to present to the Vestry 
for approval. The Self Study Committee will be 
announced this summer and the Search Committee 
near the end of the self study process. These 
committees work under the direction of our Parish 
Consultant and generally have about 7 – 10 
members.  
 The Self Study Committee is charged with 
defining the church’s history, current mission and 
goals for the future. A process for gathering input 
from parishioners needs to be developed and 
implemented and the results compiled in a written 
profile to be made available to priests interested in 
coming to St. Paul’s. While we can use some 
information from the last profile, much has 
changed. The Search Committee will take the 
information from the profile and match with 
prospective candidates.  They  will then interview 
and recommend the best candidate to the Vestry for 
approval. This is a significant time commitment.
 
Email your suggestions to Martha Parks, Senior 
Warden (maparks@alparks.net) or Ray Jorgensen 
(rjorgensen@gopmg.com) or send them to the 
Church office.

mailto:dhagist@cox.net
mailto:dhagist@cox.net
mailto:maparks@alparks.net
mailto:maparks@alparks.net
mailto:rjorgensen@gopmg.com
mailto:rjorgensen@gopmg.com
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Memorial Flower Fund (Suggested Donation $15, $25, $50)

The following Sunday dates are available during 2010-2011.  Please indicate the date desired and the name and 
occasion you wish to have remembered. (No flowers during Lent.)

   September  5,12,19,26    March       6
  October        3,10,17,24,31    May           1,8,15,22,29
  November  7,14,21,28    June          5,12,19,26
  December    5,12,19,26    July           3,10,17,24,31
  January        2,9,16,23,30    August      7,14,21,28
  February      6,13,20,27   

Date                            Name/Occasion
1. ___________________  ____________________

2.  ___________________  ____________________

3.  ___________________  ____________________

4.  ___________________  ____________________

2010 Christmas Poinsettias & Decorations ($15)

_________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

2011 Easter Lilies & Spring Flowers ($15)

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Sanctuary Lamp ($10)
Date     Name/Occasion

1. ___________________  ____________________

2. ___________________  ____________________

Name ____________________   Envelope # ___________
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A Timely Reminder

As we begin our Interim time, please be aware that 
open communication between all members of the 
Parish is vitally  important.  The Wardens and 
Vestry  members welcome discussion of any issues 
with them at any time.  Please feel free to bring 
questions or concerns about any area of Parish life 
to them.  They  will attempt to deal directly and 
honestly  with any issues presented and/or involve 
Ministry leaders who have the information needed.  
Names and contact information for Wardens and 
Vestry  members is posted on the bulletin board in 
the Church narthex or call Deb in the office 
294-4357.

Please remember to pray for all your Parish leaders 
in this special time of discernment.

***********************************

True Vocation
“. . . . every effort a parish makes to increase the 
meaningfulness of its worship and prayer life will 
do more than anything else to restore that parish to 
its true religious function.  To teach people to 
worship and to pray and to make it possible for 
them to do these things is the true vocation of the 
Christian Church.”

From The True Function of a Christian Church

*****************************************

Other Reminders

July 10th,  Saturday,  
2pm   -  Our very talented 
musical director, Mark 
Steinback will showcase 
St. Paul's prized Stuart 
mechanical-action organ 
with a 50 minute concert 
of music by W.A. Mozart, 
J.P. Rameau, P. Glass, and 
others.

August 1st           -         Queen Anne  Sunday


