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St. PaulÕs Episcopal Church

   A Monthly Newsletter! SEPTEMBER 2009

St. PaulÕs Church Statement of Mission and Ministry
St. PaulÕs Church, Wickford, is a loving community of Christians seeking to be faithful to 

God and renewed through the Gospel. 
We of St. PaulÕs aim to love God through:

 ¥ The sharing of the sacraments, worship and prayer,
 ¥ Ministering to people and spreading God's word,
 ¥ Seeking to become better stewards of God's gifts,
 ¥ Working toward the Kingdom of God within us and in the world.

            

                        

                          Be transformed

ItÕs Labor Day weekend Ñ a time to rest from our labors. But this is also an opportunity  to reflect 
on our daily work and discern whether our effort is thankless and uninteresting or something that 
gives us deep and lasting satisfaction. God intends for our work to be much more than a job, much 
more than a daily grind. It should be, instead, a vocation Ñ which means, quite literally, a Òcalling.Ó 

In Romans 12:2, Paul challenges us with the words: ÒDo not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God Ñ 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.Ó 

The apostleÕs advice, then, is to be transformed by the renewing of your minds. Paul says be 
transformed by discovering what the Lord God is calling you to do. 
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RectorÕs Reßections

During my sabbatical/vacation 
I spent some time with my older children, which is 
always uplifting. At a certain point, when the kids 
are all grown and have lives of their own, we have 
to accommodate ourselves to their routines if at all 
possible. Speaking of the kids, a couple of years 
ago my now 28-year old daughter, Jessica, put 
stocking-stuffers in the socks that had been Òhung 
by the chimney with care.Ó  They were the sorts of 
metal pins that you can attach to your lapel Ð like 
those old-time political buttons. Each pin was 
emblazoned with some message or other, and she 
intended them to say something about the 
recipients.  The one Jessie gave me had a cartoon 
drawing of a dog in a cape on it, with the words 
ÒUnder DogÓ printed underneath.  She explained 
that she knew that I was a person concerned about 
all sorts of underdogs. 

Perhaps that was one of the reasons that I 
went to the Navajo Nation after my visit with the 
kids.  The Navajo Reservation spans portions of 
four states Ð Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado and 
Utah.  Not only does that region provide a 
homeland to the Navajo, but also to the Hopi and 
Apache tribes.  The ancestors of the Hopi migrated 
there between about 2,000 years ago from Mexico 
and the Navajo migrated south from Canada about 
1200 A.D., but itÕs thought originally  from 
Mongolia.  The land was arid and the crops hard to 
cultivate.  Corn was their staple, and in many ways 
still is.  While there were raids back and forth, the 
various tribes lived in relative harmony.  The Hopi 
were particularly  known for their peacefulness and 
spirituality.  That may have been the reason that 
European settlers from the East didnÕt bother the 
Hopi much, or it may have been that the Hopi 
gravitated to the tops of mesas and were 
inaccessible.
 White settlers started moving into that 
region in the 1840Õs inspired by the silver and gold 
rushes.  Troubles between white settlers and the 
Navajo gave rise to waves of military intervention, 
massacres (more perpetrated by the U.S. Army 
against Navajo villages), and eventually the famous 

Trail of Tears, when the U.S. military rounded up 
most of the Navajo people and put them in a 
concentration camp.  Many died of starvation and 
disease due to the lack of food and medicine 
diverted by the Civil War. The federal government 
returned the Navajo to a Reservation created in 
what had been their earlier homeland in the so-
called four-corners area of the Southwest.  

Are the people of the Navajo Reservation 
underdogs?  No. They are people with dignity, 
resourcefulness and good humor. But they are also 
people with very real and diverse needs.  Poverty  is 
widespread; education is limited (largely resisted 
because itÕs thought to be laced with white 
propaganda); material resources are few; and the 
Episcopal Church has had a limited but dedicated 
presence there for decades.  Navajoland is a 
missionary diocese of the Episcopal Church.  It is 
composed of some 8 congregations -- four of which 
are missions with almost a dozen house churches 
beyond that, sprinkled throughout New Mexico, 
Arizona and Utah. They need material help and 
friendship  and, at least at this point in time, there 
are few parishes from elsewhere partnered with 
them.  
 The St. PaulÕs Dream Team discovered that 
there are adults in the parish who would like to 
become involved in some sort of mission akin to 
the one the teens have accomplished the past two 
years in the Dominican Republic. That might be a 
local mission or it might be a mission in partnership 
with people, who live farther away.  Since 
sentiments had been raised about needs in this 
country  as well as abroad it seems timely to think 
about a domestic mission for adults from St. PaulÕs.  
Yet missions that are both remote and culturally 
different from our own have great benefit for those 
involved for all sorts of reasons.  There are two 
possible options, either of which could meet four 
criteria Ð actual need, domestic, remote and 
culturally different.  One option is a mission in 
partnership with the Episcopal Church in 
Navajoland and the other with the Episcopal 
Church in New Orleans.  Please keep the possibility 
of mission for St. PaulÕs adults in your prayers.

Affectionately in Christ,   Phil
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Thank You! Thank You!

 It is with a full heart and much gratitude 
that I offer my most sincere thanks to Fr. Fred,who 
led worship, preached, celebrated the sacraments 
and devoted himself to pastoral visitations while I 
was away  during the summer.  Fred, thank you for 
all youÕve done and for all your help!  ItÕs great to 
have such a capable and faithful partner in ministry 
at the parish to provide such excellent 
ministrations!  As they used to say, IÕm beholden 
to you, Fred.  
Phil

New Service Time
Starting the first Sunday of 
Sunday school, September 
20, the times of services will 
change dramatically .  
Service times will be as 
follows:

   Saturdays: 5:15 pm Ð Holy Eucharist, Rite 2
Sundays: 7:30 am Ð Holy Eucharist, Rite 1

     Sundays: 9:30 am Ð Holy Eucharist, Rite 2

      All services will be held in the church.

 Why this dramatic change?  First, it is 
temporary and experimental.  WeÕre going to see 
how it works up through Advent, and will give 
opportunities for feedback.  Second, itÕs in 
response to needs among participants in Sunday 
school.  Third, it will enhance the richness and 
exposure of our remarkable music programs.  And 
fourth, it  will lessen stress on the lay volunteers, 
who help to lead worship.  This is intended to be a 
positive experiment, and hope that everyone will 
participate with good faith and good humor.
If you have any questions feel free to call the 
parish office. 

 Phil

Dreams and Visions

        I met with members of the Dream 
Team and Ministry Discernment Team, last week.  
The Dream Team reported its findings and made its 
suggestions to the group. You may recall that the 
Team asked parishioners two questions.

The TeamÕs first question was ÒWhat can 
St. PaulÕs do to help you grow in your personal 
relationship  with God?Ó Most folks said that a 
retreat would be very  helpful.  Quite a number of 
others said that some kind of expert-led 
educational program would be helpful, like an 
Enneagram or Myers Briggs workshop.  Still 
others responded that some kind of self-directed 
Bible study would be most helpful to them. 

Their second question was ÒHow are you 
and St. PaulÕs being called at this time to mission 
and ministry  in GodÕs name?Ó  There was clear 
interest in an adult mission trip similar to the one 
the youth have been involved in during the past 
couple of years.  Another interest expressed was in 
expanding opportunities for social gathering, such 
as foyer groups.  Interest was expressed in the 
possibility for an ecumenical community youth 
center.  And another idea that received support 
was the creation of parish yellow pages.

The good news is that, perhaps with the 
exception of the community youth center idea; all 
of the other suggestions are readily achievable.  
The real question is how not to go off in too many 
new directions all at once, but to pace our selves.  
WeÕve actually had some parishioners step forward 
to offer to volunteer to implement a couple of the 
suggestions.  More information will be 
forthcoming on what weÕll be able to do this year.  
Please keep our discernment process on how to 
proceed in your prayers.  

Thanks to all those, who worked so hard to 
glean these ideas Ð Tina Butler, Alicia Cranston, 
Jeff Manikas, and Bess Wilson!  Thanks also to all 
those, who participated in the process!
Phil
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from the Dir. of Music 
and Liturgy :

ÒCome thou fount of every 
blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace.

Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of 
loudest praiseÉÓ ÐRobert Robinson

We have a great season planned for the music 
ministry at St. PaulÕs this year.  The Parish Choir 
joined by the youth choir will be singing 
Michaelmas Evensong October 4 at 5:00pm at St. 
PaulÕs.  The Festival of Advent Lessons and 
Carols, December 13  will include St. PaulÕs 
Parish, ChildrenÕs and Youth Choirs.  All of the 
choirs will be singing services Christmas Eve with 
the Parish Choir singing a full choral mass setting.   
Taking part in the worship life at St. PaulÕs in the 
Parish Choir is a great way of expanding your 
worship life, making new friends, and getting to 
know some great music of the church.  If you 
would like to join the Parish Choir or play an 
instrument you would like to share, please contact 
me either at the music office at 294-4357, ext. 106 
or by email at Mark_Steinbach@verizon.net and 
we can schedule an audition.  The Parish Choir 
rehearses Sundays at 8:55AM and Thursday 
evenings from 7:30-9:30pm.  
Both St. PaulÕs ChildrenÕs and Youth Choirs follow 
the curriculum of the Royal School of Church 
Music, a tried and true method of learning to read 
music and vocal production.  St. PaulÕs ChildrenÕs 
Choir (1st through 3rd grades) rehearses Sundays 
after church school and sings periodically 
throughout the year.   Please contact Director 
Nancy Sherman at 294-3944 for more information.  
St. PaulÕs Youth Choir will be singing in the 9:30 
service the fourth Sunday of every month, and will 
rehearse Sundays at 10:45.   They will also take 
part in the ÒAll State EvensongÓ in April which is a 
great opportunity to meet other choristers from 
around the state.  Please contact Rozanne Fuller at 
294-9683 for more information.

We had some wonderful worship moments in the 
ONC this summer thanks to some of our very 
talented musicians including Pat Petersen, Joe and 
Bonnie Smith, Gabi Scheff, and Rozanne Fuller.  
My thanks goes out to each of you for the 
sabbatical which I took during the month of May 
and part of June.   I was able to work on a 
recording project, which I have dreamt about for 
many years.   I recorded Austrian composer Anton 
Heiller organ works on the might 4 manual von 
Beckerath mechanical action pipe organ at St. 
PaulÕs Cathedral in Pittsburgh.  Editing and 
program notes still await attention, but I will keep 
you posted.  Once again thanks for this wonderful 
opportunity.
Looking forward to a great year!
Peace,
Mark

Parish Day
As we have for the past several years, St. PaulÕs 
will celebrate Parish Day on Sunday, September 
13th.  Some churches call it ÒHomecoming 
SundayÓ and others ÒBack to Church Sunday,Ó but 
the ideaÕs the same Ð to have a prayerful and 
playful day at the end of summer and the 
beginning of fall to encourage peopleÕs return to 
church in a light and lively way.  ItÕs a great 
opportunity to catch up with old friends and meet 
new ones as well as a non-threatening way to 
invite friends, neighbors and relatives to come to 
church with you.  Weather permitting, the 
Eucharist will be celebrated outdoors on the 
Greene Way, behind the Parish Hall, and will begin 
at 9:30 AM.  WeÕll have a potluck picnic.  So bring 
a dish that can feed 8 or so Ð main course, salad or 
dessert.  There will be games for kids, music, and 
convivial conversation for all.  Dress for the 
weather not for church, and by all means bring 
whatever or whomever you want (many people 
seem to like to bring their own folding chairs to 
relax on).  See you in September Ð Sunday the 
13th at 9:30!

mailto:Mark_Steinbach@verizon.net
mailto:Mark_Steinbach@verizon.net
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 St. PaulÕs Episcopal Church   Youth Group  2009-2010
  (Tentative schedule of events for the MSY & HSY groups)

August 29 (Saturday)  MSY  B.B.Q. Ð (Town Beach)
Sept 7 (Monday, Labor Day) HSY Gathering (B.B.Q. & Music) & Mission Trip Sign-up
Sept. 18 (Friday)  MSY Bowling Night
October 5 (Monday)  HSY Gathering (DR Commitment forms due & Pizza forms distributed)
October   Dress Rehearsal (Halloween Happenings)
October   Decorate (Halloween Happenings)
October 30 (Friday)  Halloween Happenings
November 2 (Monday 5pm) HSY Gathering (Pizza Order Forms Due)
November 6 (Friday)  MSY (St. JohnÕs Cathedral NYC)
November 14 (Saturday) 9:00 Ð 12:00 HSY Pizza Making Party & distribution
December 4 (Friday)  MSY Live Nativity (6-8)
December 7 (Monday 5pm) HSY Gathering
December 22 & 23  MSY & HSY X-Mas Baskets
December 31   MSY New Years Eve Lock-in
January 1   MSY Snow Tubing
January 4 (Monday)  HSY Gathering (Pizza forms distributed)
February 1 (Monday)  HSY Gathering (Pizza Forms Due)
February 6 (Saturday)  HSY Gathering (Pizza making party & distribution
February 27 (Saturday) Dress rehearsal Ð Variety Show
February 28 (Sunday)  Variety Show
March 1 (Monday)  HSY Gathering
March 28 (Sunday)  MSY Seder
April 5 (Monday)  HSY Gathering
April 9 (Friday)  MSY Bowling
April 17-24 Sat.-Sat.)  Dominican Republic Mission Trip
April 26 (Monday)  DR re-entry meeting
May 2 (Sunday)  DR Youth Forum (9:45)
May 14 (Friday)  MSY Spring Fling Music Fest
May 23 (Sunday)  Youth Sunday (missioners @ 5:15, 8:30 & 10:30)
June 6 (Sunday)  Scholarship Sunday (10:30)
Parental support is always welcome, strongly encouraged & greatly appreciated!!!

If you should have any questions, suggestions or ideas, please contact
 Trish Nugent at 294-4357 x105 or youth@stpaulswickford.org

mailto:youth@stpaulswickford.org
mailto:youth@stpaulswickford.org
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Sunday School News

Welcome back! We are excited for 
another fun year of Sunday school.  
All children, age 3 and above, are 
invited to register for classes.  
Registration will take place at our Parish Day 
celebration on September 13, following the 9:30 
am service. Sunday school classes will begin the 
following Sunday, September 20.

FAQ: When does Sunday school take place?  
Sunday school is held during the Family service.  
Children attend the first part of the service with 
their families, about ! hour, and then are 
dismissed with their teachers to attend classroom 
instruction in the Parish Hall. Class time usually 
runs 50-60 minutes depending upon the lesson and 
activities. 

When can I register my child?  Registration 
begins following the 9:30 am service on Parish 
Day and continues throughout the school year.  
Registration cards are always available on the 
childrenÕs snack table during the school year.

How much does it cost? There is no charge.  We 
encourage families to help out when needed and 
donations of snacks and supplies are always 
accepted.

My child is three years old, can he/she attend?  
All children three and above are eligible to attend 
classes.  We do allow the preschool teachers to 
make the final decision about their students.  
Children need to be able to follow simple 
directions and be able to sit quietly for some short 
periods of time.  Most three year olds do very well 
and enjoy the preschool/kindergarten class.

How can I help out?  If you would like to help out 
please speak with your childÕs teacher, or me any 
time during the school year.  Donations of snacks, 
craft items, school supplies are always welcome. If 
you have a special craft skill, storytelling ability, 

etc. that you would like to share with the children, 
please contact us.

How about high school students?  There is a high 
school class. Tenth graders interested in 
receiving their confirmation are required to 
take this class.  It covers a variety of topics of 
interest to high school students.  There will be a 
mandatory parent/student meeting on 
September 27, following Sunday school.  At that 
time, we will give an overview of the class, discuss 
requirements of confirmation, and decide on the 
best time to hold the class. 

We are still looking for another volunteer to 
share teaching duties in the fourth grade. There 
are two experienced teachers in place already, but 
we would like a third teacher to help lighten the 
load and allow more flexible scheduling.  No 
experience is necessary, we supply curriculum.  If 
you are interested, please contact me at home 
294-9908, as soon as possible. Thank you to the 
volunteers who have agreed to teach this year.  We 
have a wonderful group of creative teachers again 
this year, and I look forward to another great year. 
If you have any additional questions, please call 
me.  IÕll see you in September.

2009-2010 Teachers

PK/K: Rini Cutty-George, Linda Kesner, Bonnie 
Smith
First: Katherine Bellows, Sindy Hempstead, Alice 
Szrom
Second: Connie Calabrese, Kelli Gillis, Kevin 
OÕConnor
Third: Kathy Kuiper, Sarah LeBlanc, Sandra 
Tierney
Fourth: Susie Leahy, Sheryl MacDougall-Fusco
Fifth: Lori Lamb, Jane Winter
Middle School: Beth and Pete Bergwall, Jayne 
McBride
High School: Laurie DeRuosi, Jean Whatmough
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Wednesday Night Live at St. PaulÕs
Begins Again September 23rd 

ThatÕs right, Wednesday Night Live begins yet 
another season starting Wednesday, September 
23, after the 5 pm Eucharist.

When?  Every Wednesday Evening 
  September 23 Ð November 18 (No WNL on 

November 11)
              
Where?  St. PaulÕs Parish Hall

WhoÕs it for? Everyone

WhatÕs going to happen?  
Naturally parishioners will come and go as they 

need, and you donÕt have to take part in all the 

events to take part in some of them.

 5:00 Ð Eucharist with Healing Prayer
 5:45 Ð Dinner 
 6:15 Ð Sing and a Prayer 
 6:30 Ð Discussion Groups  (See below; watch 
the Sunday bulletins and October Communicant 
for additional offerings.)
         7:30 Ð Home Again

WhatÕll it cost?   Voluntary donations are 
gratefully received for dinner, which is provided 
by GreggÕs Restaurant.  Please consider 
volunteering to host one evening; about half the 
dates are still available.  Please call Marie Noble  
at 294-2672 for details.

Beginning at the Beginning Ð Studies in the 
Book of Genesis

Offered by the Rector
What do the origins of good and evil, the 
contemporary controversy between 
Creationism and Naturalism, the roots of 
sexism and misogyny, the origins of racial and 
ethnic tension, the conflict between 
Palestinians and Israelis, and the causes of anti-
Semitism all have in common?  They Ôre all 
explained in the Book of Genesis.  These are 
only a handful of the issues that will come up 
in this study of Genesis.  The series will also 
delve into the basic tenets of the Faith and their 
roots.

 
  ÒTeach Only LoveÓ  Book Study 
Course
Ted Seymour will lead a course on the book 
ÒTeach Only LoveÓ by Gerald Jampolski, M.D.  
This is a powerful book about the twelve principles 
of Attitudinal Healing.  Please
Contact the office if interested so there will be 
enough books.

***************************************
   More Sunday School News
           
 Important Dates: 

September 13: Parish Day   Sunday school 
registration will follow the 9:30am service.
September 20: First Day of Sunday school/ 
Teacher dedication
September 27: Mandatory parent/student 
meeting for tenth graders, or older high school 
students, interested in confirmation.  This 
meeting will be held following Sunday school.

God Bless,
 Lori
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S t . P a u l Õ s 
Ò W e e k d a y Ó 
Nursery School 
News:

W h i l e t h e 
children were out of school for the summer, 
preparations were being made for the 
incoming classes in the fall.  We had locks 
installed on the downstairs fire doors at 
each end of the hall.  They will be locked 
while the nursery school classes are in 
session.  We will have a buzzer that parents 
may ring to be let in if they need to pick up 
their child early or if they are coming in to 
volunteer during class time.  This will 
further insure the safety of all the children 
in our care.  We also had a classroom floor 
retiled that was very old, dark and had 
many broken and mismatched tiles. This 
room now looks brighter and much more 
inviting and is in keeping with our other 
classrooms.  The nursery school took on the 
expense of these projects and IÕm sure you 
will agree that they were well worth the 
money.  Our next project is to construct 
some sort of platform outside the windows 
that have the fire ladders, which were 
installed last year, to conform to the fire 
code.  When the children exit these 
windows, it would be nice to have 
something solid to stand on (brick or stone 
etc,) so the children wonÕt have to make 
their way through the brush, weeds and 
mud during our required fire drills.  
     On September 14th, St. PaulÕs Nursery 
School will open its doors for the new 
school year and welcome over 70 
preschoolers and their parents.  This year 
for our 4 year old program we will have 
two 5 day classes and one 4 day class in the 
morning and one 4 day class in the 
afternoon.  For our 3 year old program we 

will have two 3 day classes and two 2 day 
classes in the morning.  I am fortunate this 
year to have my entire, wonderfully caring, 
experienced and dedicated staff return for 
2009-2010.  Many thanks go out to Bill 
Healey and Priscilla Foley for getting our 
classrooms, halls and entryway looking 
good for the beginning of school.  Thanks 
also to the numerous parent volunteers who 
gave up a summer day to work in our 
playground, raking and weeding, so the 
play area would be clean and look great for 
our first day of school.  We are off to a 
good start!  It should be an exciting and 
very busy year.
God Bless,
Linda  

***************************************
St. PaulÕs Youth Choirs

Singers wanted!  The Youth and ChildrenÕs choirs 
starting up on September 20th and we would love 
to have you 
come and 
join us!   
Rehearsals 
will take 
place on 
Sundays at  
10:45.
The Youth 
Choir is for singers in grades 4 and up. We would 
love to have more older singers (middle and high 
school).  ChildrenÕs choir is for grades K-3.  .   
We are affiliated with the Royal School of Church 
Music in America, a prestigious organization 
dedicated to promoting excellent music in 
churches through its ÒVoice for LifeÓ program. 
Visit their website at www.RSCMAmerica.org  
Also view their ÒTraining CourseÓ video.
If you are interested, come and give it a try, or talk 
to the directors.  
ChildrenÕs choir Ð Nancy Sherman  932-6372
Youth Choir-         Rozanne Fuller  294-9683

http://www.RSCMAmerica.org
http://www.RSCMAmerica.org
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Soup Kitchen 
News

On August 1st, St. PaulÕs was represented at the 
Epiphany Soup Kitchen at Grace Church in 
Providence by an awesome group of volunteers 
who took time away from the beach to serve a 
hearty meal of fish, corn and pasta salad to more 
than 70 hungry patrons.  The volunteers were:  
Bess Wilson, Thomasine and Jeff Manickas, Linda 
and John Stevens, Tessa and Tina Egan.  
 Please call Tina at 401.480.8937 or email 
her a logicgoddess15@cox.net if you can help out 
on Saturday (2 - 6 pm) on either October 3rd and/
or on December 12th.  IÕm looking for 5 Ð 8 hard 
workers for each day!    

**************************************
SAVE THE DATE !  

One of St. 
Paul's favorite 
events comes up 
next month...the 
Sloppy Joes 
Supper and Make 
Your Own 
Sundaes, our 
fundraiser for 
Habitat for 
Humanity.  It will be Sunday, October 18, at 
5:30 pm in the Parish Hall.  Bring the whole 
family!  Donations at the door go to our local 
Habitat, to help build homes for families in need.

**************************************
WomenÕs Group
Feeling creative?  Maybe looking for some fun and 
fellowship?  The WomenÕs Group meets the first 
Wednesday of every month starting in October.  

The group has completed their project of making 
prayer shawls and is looking for new ideas.  Please 
contact Betty Ann Taylor (423-0120) with your
thoughts.

Every Thursday evening there is a menÕs 
group meeting in the rectorÕs office.  Come and 
join us.  Contact Fr. Phil with any questions.

***************************************

Healing Prayer
St. PaulÕs Church has a healing prayer ministry that 
has been offered at the 8:30 am service.  
We need volunteers for the 9:30 am Sunday 
service and the 5:15 pm Saturday service.
You can be part of the prayer group, which meets 
at the chapel during communion.  The main 
qualiÞcation for the team is to be wounded healers.  
We are all wounded at some time or other in our 
lives.  We listen to othersÕ hurts and pains Ð 
physically/emotional/spiritual and pray for their 
healing.  
! If you are interested to learn more about 
this ministry and would like to volunteer, please 
provide your name and phone number to the Parish 
OfÞce (294-4357).  We plan to meet together 
before the September 20th service at St. PaulÕs.  
Thank you.
For the Healing Ministry  - James Jacob

***************************************

Lemonade "Thank You's": 
 It was certainly nice to have a cool glass of 
lemonade/ ice tea on Sunday mornings following 
our 9:30 service thanks to the following:  Pat and 
Bill Tvenstrup, Helga and John Pregnolato, Leslie 
Kershaw, Pinkie Sweet-Holland, Jane Tiernan-
Reilly, Martha Parks, Helen and Dick Reid, Jane 
and Steve Winter and Betty Ann Taylor. 
We all really did appreciate it.  A great big "thank 
you" to everyone!  ~ Betty Ann Taylor
 

mailto:logicgoddess15@cox.net
mailto:logicgoddess15@cox.net
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EDUCATION FOR 
MINISTRY (EFM)

Every baptized Christian 
is called to ministry. The 
Education for Ministry 
(EFM) Program provides 
persons from all walks of 

life the education to ÒbeÓ Christians and to carry 
out their ministry; it is a Christian education that 
supports their faith and prepares them to express 
that faith in day-to-day events. EFM emphasizes 
that the foundation for bringing Christ to the world 
l ies in a church empowered by act ive, 
theologically articulate laity.

EFM is a worldwide program developed by the 
School of Theology of the University of the South, 
Sewanee, Tennessee. Completion of the program 
takes four years, during which participants study 
the Old and New Testaments, Church History, and 
Theology.  Students meet regularly in seminar 
groups led by a trained mentor.  EFM teaches 
students how to think theologically, to bring 
together the events of everyday life, scripture and 
Christian tradition. It deepens their faith and 
understanding of their Christian heritage and 
provides them with a new confidence to be ChristÕs 
minister.

Grief

Grief is perhaps the most difficult of human 
emotions to face, though it also has the potential 
for being the most therapeutic. Grief isnÕt a bad 
thing; itÕs the cost of having loved. If we hadnÕt 
loved, if we hadnÕt cared, we wouldnÕt grieve. And 
our lives would have been even emptier.

 

Thoughts to Ponder

My church
My church is composed of people like me. We 
make it what it is. It will be friendly, if I am. Its 
pews will be filled, if I help fill them. It will do 
great work, if I work. It will make generous gifts to 
many causes, if I am a generous giver. It will bring 
other people into its worship and fellowship, if I 
bring them. 

My church will be a church of loyalty and love, of 
fearlessness and faith, and a church with a noble 
spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with 
those things. 

Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate 
myself to the task of being all the things that I want 
my church to be! 

Celebrate Labor Day

Labor Day, first celebrated in 1882, provides a day 
of rest for working Americans, showing their 
importance to the countryÕs well-being. 
Christians see work as a gift and command from 
God. Adam was put in the Garden to Òtill it and 
keep itÓ (Genesis 2:15, NRSV). Even Jesus chose 
workers to help carry out his mission. 
Rest is just as significant as work. God 
commanded us to rest one day each week (Exodus 
20:10). The Sabbath is a time for worship, family 
activities, renewal and recuperation. 
Labor Day is a reminder to be grateful for the 
creativity, ingenuity, minds and muscle power of 
countless workers Ñ all gifts of God. ThatÕs worth 
setting aside a day to appreciate. 
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Foyer Groups
Food & Fellowship

Dream Team results indicated many parishioners believe that God is calling St. PaulÕs to offer more opportunities for 
social gatherings, such as the Foyer Groups that have been enjoyed in the past.  Foyer Groups meet in the homes of 
members throughout the year to share a simple meal and friendship.  There is no agenda other than gathering for 
fellowship and spending time together to build Christian community in St. PaulÕs parish.  The lack of formal structure 
facilitates open conversation and free access to the Holy Spirit.  

Groups of seven or eight adults will be formed and ready to begin fellowship together by October. The Foyer 
Coordinator will notify a Ôkick-offÕ host or hostess, who will contact the other members to organize the initial dinner. 
The role of host/hostess rotates throughout the year. Groups are encouraged to share the work of preparation by using 
a pot-luck approach in which the host/hostess provides the main course; other couples in turn provide appetizer and 
wine; another couple bread and salad; another couple dessert.  Groups meet four times: once before Thanksgiving; 
again in January - February; March - April; and May - June.  Each group decides its own schedule and method of 
dining.  

Questions? Please contact the Foyer Coordinator, Thomasine Manickas at manickas@cox.net or 884-0792.

ÒLove one another, as I have loved youÓ             

Foyer Group Signup 
Please return to the church office by September 27, 2009

Name(s) ________________________________________
________________________________________________

Telephone_________________________Email____________________________

____ I / we are not able to commit to a complete series of four Foyer dinners, but 
would like to be contacted to fill in as an alternate if any Foyer Group member(s) 
cannot attend their next scheduled dinner.

mailto:manickas@cox.net
mailto:manickas@cox.net
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St PaulÕs Parish Day

Sunday, September 13, 2009

Time:  Following the 9:30 AM Service

Where:  On the Greenway

We will supply the hotdogs, hamburgers, condiments, drinks and paper 
supplies.

We ask that you help defray the cost by bringing your favorite side dish 
or dessert to share.  Bring a folding chair if you have one or use one of 

our folding chairs in the Parish Hall.

Please let us know if you can come and what you will be bringing.  

We look forward to another fun day of Fellowship with St PaulÕs 
Parishioners.

Contact:  Ann Waring (401) 295-8793


