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St. PaulOs Church Statement of Mission and Ministry
St. PaulOs Church, Wickford, is a loving community of Christians seeking to be faithful to
God and renewed through the Gospel.
We of St. PaulOs aim to love God through:

° The sharing of the sacraments, worship and prayer,
. Ministering to people and spreading God's word,
. Seeking to become better stewards of God's gifts,

. Working toward the Kingdom of God within us and in the world.
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The beginning of Advent

November is the month of Thanksgiving, but it often also includes the beginning of a new
church year. This year, November 29 is the first Sunday of Advent. The season of Advent is about
Jesus, the Word, “coming.” It’s about anticipating and preparing for Christ’s arrival.

God comes to us in many and various ways. He speaks to us through the prophets and saints. He
comes and speaks to us when we are listening. He comes in the beauty and mysteries of nature. Most of]
all, God comes in the person of Christ, speaking to his listeners face to face.

Pastor Edmund Steimle put it this way: “The Christian story is a story of God coming into the
middle of life, of our lives, opening the dialogue with us.”

That’s what Advent is really all about: God visiting the earth in person to speak with anyone and
everyone who is ready to do so.
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“Why do we have to mail
parishioners a copy of the budget for the upcoming
year?” asked a member of the pledge team. Others
chimed in, “Yes. Why do we do that when we’re
trying to encourage parishioners to give as an
expression of faith and thankfulness — as a spiritual
exercise? Doesn’t making it fiscal send a mixed
message? Doesn’t it contradict what we’re trying
to encourage parishioners to do — to put faith into
action?” We went back and forth about this for
some time. I believe I said something like this, or,
at least, I hope I did, “There’s a difference between
faith in God and faith in the church. We want to
encourage giving as a concrete expression of faith
in God, but parishioners need to know that the
church is being responsible in how we use the
money they give.”

Soon you’ll receive a pledge packet in the mail
from St. Paul’s. Its purpose is to provide you with
the opportunity to give — to pledge your financial
support to the church during 2010. Its purpose is to
offer the opportunity to give — to pledge your
abilities, your energies, your time and your
passions to the church in service of God. Pledging
is a spiritual exercise. When you receive the pledge
packet open it. Read it. Ponder it. Reflect upon
what God has given you throughout the years — all
that God has given you. Pray about what God
wants you to give in service of His mission in this
world through St. Paul’s. Fill out the enclosed
pledge forms — both the financial form and the time
and talent form. Bring the forms to church with
you on November 8§, 15, or 22 or if you can’t, mail
them to the church office. Offer them to God as an
outward and material sign of your spiritual worship.
Then your pledge will be combined with other
parishioners’ pledges to enable us to accomplish
Christ’s mission through St. Paul’s.

Pledging is really all about Christ’s mission. What
is that mission? This is how St. Paul’s phrases it:
“The Mission of St. Paul's Church is to be a loving
community of Christians seeking to be faithful to
God and renewed through the Gospel. We aim to

love God through sharing the sacraments, worship
and prayer; ministering to people, spreading God's
Word, seeking to become better stewards, working
toward the Kingdom of God within us and the
world.

We try to fortify our members to carry out Christ's
mission through the various programs and
ministries that we offer, including worship, music,
pastoral care and support, fellowship, adult
education and ministries, church school and youth
ministries, outreach and missions, support of the
ministries of the Episcopal Church,
communication, provision and maintenance space
for our members and the wider community, and the
provision of assorted other services for parishioners
and the community. On he basis of last year’s
numbers recalibrated with actual time spent by staff
in each area of ministry almost 20% of your pledge
supports worship and music; 8% supports pastoral
care; 2% supports fellowship activities; 6 %
supports adult ministries; 10% supports ministries
for children and youth; 7% supports
communications; about 20% supports the space we
use for our shared life and use by the wider
community; 15% supports the mission and
ministries of the Diocese and the Episcopal Church,
and 6% supports outreach.

Your pledge of financial and volunteer support
make those programs possible, and that furthers our
accomplishment of Christ’s mission through this
church. Please make your pledge an ongoing act of
faith, gratitude and service for God and in the name
of Christ.

Affectionately in Christ, Phi
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Pledge Season

November has always been associated with harvest
time for me and with my favorite holiday —
Thanksgiving. I’ve always felt that it’s a
marvelous coincidence that pledge time takes place
during the time of harvest and thanksgiving. Our
pledge to support the service of God through the
Church are based upon the “harvest” of what God
has given us and expresses our sincere appreciation
for God’s generosity. This year St. Paul’s has set
aside three Sundays (the Saturdays before them,
too, of course) as Pledge Sundays — November
8,13, & 22 Please bring your pledge form to
church with you and offer them to God as tangible
signs of your life as well as the resources that God
has entrusted to you. This parish is your
community and we all need your help. Give
generously, give proportionately to God’s gifts to
you, and in any case consider increasing your
pledge by at least 5%. Then bring your pledge
forms to church on one of those days. Place them
in the Pledge Basket at the transept when you
come forward for Communion. After Communion,
at cach of the services, we will offer all of our
tithes to God as an expression of our thankfulness
for all that God has given us and to ask God to
bless our contributions — to increase their
effectiveness in serving His purposes. This is our
sacrament to God — the outward and physical sign
of our faith and devotion to Christ.

abundant gifts bestowed on this parish and your
ability to enjoy them with each other.

Preliminary 2010 Budget

Preliminary Projected Expenses: $545,857

This represents a 3% increase over last yearOs
budget, largely based upon an increase for an
Assistant RectorOs compensation. Parishioners
are asked to consider increasing their pledges by
3% in order to help the church balance our 2010
budget. The parish is trying to cut expenses, but

we need your help to balance the budget.

St. PaulOs Vestry Stewardship Statement

We, the members of the vestry of St. Paul’s
Church, Wickford, are grateful to God that He has
given us everything that we enjoy. We recognize
that we are stewards of the resources that God has
entrusted to us. We are dedicated to Christ’s call to
serve His mission in this world as His disciples.
We are keenly aware that sacred scripture teaches
us to give of ourselves sacrificially and joyfully in
the use of out time, abilities, and material
resources for God’s service. Therefore, with the
help of God’s Spirit, we commit ourselves,
personally, not only to continue to volunteer our
time and talents to serve God, but also to do our
utmost in seeking to adopt the spiritual discipline
of the biblical tithe — to work toward giving ten
percent of our net earnings in service of God.
Likewise, we urge the rest of the members of the
parish to consider seriously making the same
commitment for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Feast of All Saints

We’ll be celebrating the Feast of All Saints with
festive music and Holy Baptism during the 9:30
am Eucharist. Please contact the parish office
immediately if you’d like to make arrangements
for Baptism.

Daylight Savings Ends November 1st

Don’t forget to turn your clock back one hour
before you go to bed on Saturday night,
November P, or you’ll be just a little bit too early
for church on Sunday morning!

O @ diing
Fall Back

Daylight Saving Time Ends




from the Dir. of Music and Liturgy :
Many thanks to Ann
] Waring and Betsy Steinman for
s ¥y hosting an elegant reception
following the youth and parish
choirs evensong for St.
Michael and All Angels in
October. Mark your calendars now for St. Paul’s
annual Festival of Lessons and Carols for Advent,
which will take place December 13 at 4:00pm at
St. PaulOs. St. Paul’s Children’s Choir, St. Paul’s
Youth Choir and St. Paul’s Parish choir will join
forces with guest instrumentalists. ~ Music and
readings of the season will be followed by a time
for fellowship and refreshment not to be missed!

St. Paul’s Youth Choir is off and running under the
leadership of Rozanne Fuller. We are looking
forward to the Diocesan Evensong which we will
take part of at St. Martin’s Church in Providence in
April. The big news is the Royal School of Church
Music (RSCM) Summer Course which will be
offered in our state in August 2010.  Stay posted
for more information on this. In the meantime, the
choristers of the youth choir are meeting weekly
Sundays at 9:00am to work on their music skills.

Nancy Sherman and Alicia Cranston are doing a
great job with the Children’s Choir (grades 1-3)
and it’s not too late to join up! In addition to
learning to read music and work as a team these
kids are inspiring all of us in Sunday worship!
Upcoming special events include the Lessons and
Carols Service and Christmas Eve.

Thank you to all volunteers of the choirs of St.
Paul’s and their families! It is real commitment to
be part of these worship ministries. Thank you for
sharing your time and energies and fine tuning
your talents! Also a big thank you to the parish
for your support of the music ministries at St.
Paul’s!  Without you our joyful songs would be
diminished. It is indeed a joy to be part of such a
vibrant parish!

In Thanksgiving, Mak

Advent

Though it’s hard to believe Advent is only four
weeks away. Also hard to believe, throughout
most of the history of the Church Christmas wasn’t
celebrated nearly as much as we do in our time.
Like Lent, traditionally Advent was primarily a
season of penitence — obviously not in preparation
for Jesus’ birthday, but in preparation for his
return.  The first Sunday of Advent will be
November 2%9'. On that occasion we will observe
the Penitential Order during Eucharist.
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Thanksgiving Meal

In commemoration of Thanksgiving a special
service of Holy Eucharist will be celebrated on
Wednesday, November 25, at 5 pm. Please bring
special contributions of food for the North
Kingstown Food Pantry in honor of the occasion.
We are also hoping to make plans with Gregg’s
Restaurant to provide us with turkey dinners for
those, who have no particular plans for
Thanksgiving Day. If it will be possible and
there’s sufficient interest, that meal would take
place in the Chapter Room following the 5 pm
service. Please contact the parish office
(294-4357) if you would like to share a turkey
dinner on Wednesday evening. We’ll proceed with
plans for the meal if enough interest is shown.
Please make your reservation for dinner before
November 10".
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The Feast of All Saints

We’ll be celebrating the Feast of All Saints with

festive music and Holy Baptism during the 9:30
am Eucharist. Please contact the parish office

immediately if you’d like to make arrangements

for Baptism.




Sunday School News

G
November always brings thoughts of s,_;z:.?;m:.;»_
Thanksgiving. This year the Sunday NEWS
school is especially thankful for our
new service time. @ We would like to thank
everyone for supporting and trying this change.
Enrollment in our classes has increased
dramatically. We have had many new families join
us, as well as families that have struggled to attend
in years past due to the early hour of the service.
In the past few weeks, around 120 children and
youth have been attending classes on Sunday
mornings; that amount is about 40 more children
than this time last year. Enrollment is up, along
with attendance, but those things aren’t the most
important reasons we are thankful this month. The
children have always been a joy to see on Sundays,
but now they are radiant. It’s amazing what that
extra hour of sleep has done. They are awake (and
fed), and ready to participate. Over the year, we
are hoping to share with you some of the
wonderful spiritual thoughts that these children
have in their classes. Thank you for supporting
this experimental time change, and let’s see what
the future holds.
Thank you again to the wonderful group of
teachers leading the Sunday school this year.
Words can’t describe how important you are in the
lives of these children. Your creativity in bringing
these lessons to life is amazing. Thank you for all
those extra miles you go for the youth of St. Paul’s.
We welcome our newest 4% grade teacher Laura
Martorelli who has filled our last opening. Thank
you Laura; we’re enjoying having you on board
with us.

Finally, a thank you to everyone who made
our first community service project a success.
Each year, we have painted pumpkins for the
Habitat for Humanity dinner. “Pumpkin Sunday”
has become our favorite project. We learn about
the importance of helping others and then do what
we do best- create. Thank you to all the teachers
who helped get these pumpkins completed, as well

as the parents who helped out that day. A special
thank you to Mimi Dyer for setting this up, Doug
MacPherson and Bill Healy for delivering and
moving 100 pumpkins, and our teen helpers John
deRochambeau, and Katarina Gillis for doing
“whatever needed to be done” in our messy
project. I hope everyone got to enjoy the talents of
the students of St. Paul’s.

I am truly thankful for the community of
St. Paul’s and invite all children age three and
older to join our classes on Sunday mornings.
Remember friends are always welcome.

Important Sunday School Dates
There will be no Sunday school on November 29,
due to Thanksgiving weekend.  There will be
Sunday school on all other Sundays in November.
See you there.
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There will be a Fall
Cleanup on November 8
after the 9:30 service.
Bring your rakes, your
tarps and, for those who
drive one, your truck. Leaf rakers of all ages are
welcome. Rain date will be the 19
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Cleanup

Many thanks to Martina
Baugh and Martha
Hitchcock for the planting
they have done around the
Parish House.  There are
always jobs for those who
would like to help with the gardening or for those
who would like to donate perennials they are
dividing.




Youth News:

I wish to extend my sincere appreciation to our
youth and their parents who helped make
“Halloween Happenings” a howling success! With
your support, encouraging words and spiritual
beliefs, the youth program at St. Paul’s will
continue to be a meaningful and fun- filled
experience. If you are interested in joining us, you
can do so at any time during the program year. If
you should have any suggestions, ideas or
concerns, please contact me. My email address is
youth@stpaulswickford.org or [ may be reached at
294-4357 x105. Upcoming events are posted on
our website and in the Narthex, listed in the
Communicant & Sunday bulletin and announced
during the services.

Dates to keep in mind:

Sunday, October 28 MSY Parental Meeting at
10:45 in the Guild Room

Friday October 30" — “Halloween Happenings™
6:00-9:00

Monday, November 29 — HSY Gathering 5:30
Friday, November 6" — MSY St. John’s Cathedral
NYC — *rescheduled —

*Friday, December 4" — MSY St. John’s
Cathedral NYC ($46.00 p/p, will need
commitment of at least 10 MSY and 3
chaperones (male & female) by November 15t)
Friday, December 4" — MSY Live Nativity —
6:00-8:00

Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island youth events
scheduled:

January 24-25 or 29-30 A 30-Hour Famine
(World Vision offers this program)

April 16t - St. John the Divine, NYC (Grades
9-12)

If you are interested in attending, please let me
know.

Our plans for this year’s mission trip to the
Dominican Republic are well under way. We are
planning our trip during spring break (April
17-24). 1 ask that you pray for us ~ for God’s
Blessings and His Grace to guide and strengthen
us.

~God’s Peace
Trish
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Routinely grateful

When a national day of thanksgiving was
established on the fourth Thursday in November, it
was not because that was a particularly thankful
day. It was intentionally chosen precisely because
of its arbitrariness to remind us to say “thanks” on
a daily basis for the bounties God has heaped upon
our lives.

For Christians, every Sunday is a Thanksgiving
feast day. Every Sunday at worship, we give
thanks for the greatest event ever to hit planet
Earth, the greatest “opening” in human history —
the open tomb, testifying to Jesus’ resurrection.
Every Sunday is Thanksgiving Sunday. Every
Sunday dinner is Thanksgiving dinner.
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]\ursery School News

News
Our school year is

off to a great start. We
are making new friends and getting to know one
another. During October both the 3 and 4 year olds
began their fire safety units. The 4’s were visited
by some members of the North Kingstown fire
department who brought a fire engine and a rescue
vehicle to our school. Both age groups were
treated to visits from fire fighter dads, Mr. Sironen
and Mr. Beattie, who spoke to the children and
dressed up in their gear. Both groups learned
about fire safety and have begun practicing fire
drills, which are required by the RI Department of
Education.

On October 7, the 4 year olds started our
once-a-week “Chapel Chats” with Father Phil who
read a children’s bible story and with Buddy
Cavaleri who taught the children some Christian
songs. We will have the opportunity to visit the
Old Narragansett Church in November for one of
these Chapel Chats. On October 19t the 4’s went
to Schartner Farms. We rode on a hay wagon, went
through a maze, and visited a pumpkin patch
where we picked pumpkins to take home. Both
our 3’s and 4’s started music classes with “Miss
Maria” Day Hyde. We will continue these lessons
through out the year.

During October our 3’s were busy learning
about circles, the color orange and signs of Fall.
We went on nature walks and used our five senses
to see, touch, hear, smell and taste the changes that
take place as fall begins. We invited our parents
and children in the 3 year old program to visit the
school at night for an open house so they could
better understand what we do at school all
morning.

All of our children celebrated Halloween
with a variety of songs, poems, books, games and a
parade of one sort or another. =~ We wore our
costumes to school and had a Halloween party. We

also all had our pictures taken early this year so we
could have them back in plenty of time for the
holidays. We should be getting them back soon.
Hope everyone smiled.

St. Paul’s Nursery School will be having a
fund raiser for the month of November. We will be
raffling off themed baskets again this season with
the proceeds going toward the programs and
materials for our children at the nursery school. If
you would like to support this endeavor, please
contact the school for tickets. The drawing will
take place in December before Christmas break.
Last year these baskets were a big hit.

We have begun taking names for next
year’s enrollment. Nursery school families
currently enrolled have priority followed by St.
Paul’s parishioners and St. Paul’s alumni families.
On November 30, the registrations will be open to
the community at large. Call us @ 295-7320 to
schedule a visit and to pick up an application.

God Bless,
Linda
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On October 3, 2009,
volunteers from St. Paul
helped serve a delicious hot
meal to 75 homeless and
hunger patrons of the
Epiphany soup kitchen at
Grace Church in Providence.
The volunteers were Carol
Colavita, Sue Rylander,
Tessa Egan, Katie Hodge
and Tina Egan. Please send Tina an email at
logicgoddess15@cox.net to get involved in the
soup kitchen. I need volunteers for February 6,
2010. THANK YOuU!

Soup
—Kitchen
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* *
* *

WEDNESDAY

* *
LIVE

When? Every Wednesday Evenin through November 18
Where? St. Paul's Parish Hall

Who's it for? Everyone

What's going to happen?
Naturally parishioners will come and go as they need to, and you don't have to take part in all the
events to take part in some of them.
5:00 - Eucharist with Healing Prayer

5:45 -Dinner
6: 15 - Sing and a Prayer
6:30 —Discussion Groups
¥ Practical Stress Reduction #im Carlton
¥ (QTeach Only LoveO b Ted Seymour
¥ Beginning at the BeginningGenesiDFr. Phil
7:30 - Home Again

What does it cost?

Voluntary donations
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Wednesday Night Live

I have found it necessary to resign as the coordinator of Wednesday Night Live, and want to thank those
who served on teams, those who attended the dinners, and Gregg's Restaurant. Linda Stevens has
graciously stepped in to finish out this season of WNL as the coordinator and I am especially grateful to her.
Marie Noble




Episcopal Charities Fund Parish Update

Dear Friends,

The 2009 Diocesan-wide campaign is about
$50,000 behind where it would usually be at this
time of year, with pledges tallying about $370,000
of the $500,000 annual goal. Five parishes in the
diocese have already exceeded their goal, and
another six parishes have met at least 90% of their
challenge. At St. Paul’s, $31,847 has been pledged
to date -- 76% of our $41,768 challenge goal. For
many years, our parish has demonstrated
leadership and steadfast generosity in supporting
Episcopal Charities, and usually exceeding our
goal, through good times and tough times.

Every gift is important, no matter the size. A very
heartfelt “THANK YOU” to EACH of the 163
households who have contributed to Episcopal
Charities this year. If yours is among the 125 or so
households that have not made a pledge or
donation this year, IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO
PARTICIPATE to help in raising the $9,921 we
need to meet our challenge goal. A check payable
to “Episcopal Charities Fund” can be mailed to the
parish office or placed with your offering at any of
the services.

Episcopal Charities distributes its grants to secular
and faith-based agencies on the front line in areas
such as health, women’s issues, youth services,
senior services, hunger, housing, mental health,
substance abuse and domestic violence. With
God’s help and yours, together we can open the
skies to a better tomorrow for the afflicted, abused,
forgotten, and impoverished. As we enter the
season of Thanksgiving, it is time to count our
blessings, pray for those in need, and do what we
can to make a very real difference in the lives of
our neighbors across Rhode Island.

Jeff and Thomasine Manickas
Parish Chairpersons
Episcopal Charities Fund Campaign

St. Paul®Os Community Garden

The Green
Team at St.
Paul's
Planning Church is
a Community Garden happy to

announce the
start of our own parish community garden.
Through the generous act of one of our
parishioners, we have been allowed the use of a
parcel of land on West Allenton Road. This land
will be divided into shares, much like a typical
Community Sponsored Agriculture cooperative.
We anticipate, however, that St. Paul's CSA will
have much lower membership costs since it will
not be for profit. Some of the harvest will be made
available to those less fortunate in our midst. We
plan to begin preparation of the ground very soon
and hope to harvest the first crops by late spring of
next year. This is an excellent opportunity to work
together to grow inexpensive, healthy organic
produce and to provide an example of
environmental stewardship, cooperation, and
tithing to the community around us. Please
consider joining us! Any questions about this
project can be addressed to Ted Seymour at
tedseymour(@verizon.net or 792-0427.

Membership requests can be submitted to Ted or to
Linda Stevens at stevens.linda@cox.net or
486-8547.

Mark Your Calendars

Christmas Luncheon
and

Carol Sing

Thursday, December 3rd  11:00 AM
Parish Hall

RSVP 294-4357 no later than Nov. 25th
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A heritage hymn of Thanksgiving

O God of all, Who hears the prayers of every generation,
Accept the thankfulness we feel for those who built our nation,
For frontier path with oxen cart, for circuit rider station,

For simple joy, for vision, for hope and inspiration.

We praise You for those saints of old who listened to Your call,

Who weathered storm and sacrifice to serve both great and small.
They left a legacy of love; a church that needs no wall —

But takes your Gospel through the world and shares the Faith with all.

Walk city street and foreign shore with us, Your Church, today.
Lift us to new horizons; show us Your Will, Your Way.

Be in our thoughts, our hopes, our dreams, in all we do and say.
Grant us Your benediction now, O Lord, our God, we pray. Amen.

Peggy Ferrell

Note: This hymn can be sung to the tune of “America, the Beautiful.”
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Parish Register
October 2009

Marriages

Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder ...

Molise Marie Cull and Peter William Schroff

Jennifer Lee Simon and Aaron John Rannenberg

October 3, 2009

October 10, 2009

NOVEMBER 2009 REQUIEMS

The following people will be remembered on Wednesday, November 18, 2009 at 5:00 p.nif you have a
loved one whose death took place during the month of November and you would like to have their name
added to the list of those who will be remembered at the altar on that day, please call the Church Office.

Elizabeth Aldrich
Richard Belanger
Frederick Belden
Charles Beyer

Marion A. Bowen
Richard M. Bowen II
Barbara Bushey
Margie Clairess

David Cranston

Tracy Elliott

Blanche Foster

Fred G. Galloway
Maybelle Hetherington
Allieene Jankoski
Emil & Theresa Mahonchak
Margaret Bloye

Peter Bloye Olsen
Robert Pierce

Mary Stiles Randak
William Richmond
Cecilia Riley

Eleanor Sams

Evelyn Shogren

Julia Spink

Marion Standeven
John L. Stevens
Robert Sweet

Lester & Elizabeth Tabor
Ethel Tubbs

Joan Way

Raymond Wilcox
Olsen Robert Wrathall
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