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St. PaulÕs Episcopal Church

   A Monthly Newsletter	 NOVEMBER  2009

St. PaulÕs Church Statement of Mission and Ministry
St. PaulÕs Church, Wickford, is a loving community of Christians seeking to be faithful to 

God and renewed through the Gospel. 
We of St. PaulÕs aim to love God through:

 • The sharing of the sacraments, worship and prayer,
 • Ministering to people and spreading God's word,
 • Seeking to become better stewards of God's gifts,
 • Working toward the Kingdom of God within us and in the world.

            
   

    

What is Lent?

It is forty days of stripping down to the living essentials; 

It is forty days of facing truth about one’s self-indulgent evasions; 

It is forty days of fellowship with Christ in the desert; 

It is forty days of rejoicing in God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
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Rector’s Reflections

It was Martin Luther King Day, and I was in the 
office for a few appointments.  Kirsten Rounds, our 
esteemed treasurer, called.  She said that she had 
some good news.  Although we still had a few odds 
and ends to reconcile for 2009, it looked as if we 
would end the year with more than a $15,000 
surplus of income over expenses for 2009.  The 
year before that we ended the year with a surplus of 
just about $37,000.  Now, my impression from 
those, who seem to know, is that these surpluses 
during the past two years have been unusual for St. 
Paul’s.  I credit several factors for this, but they all 
fall under the principle of good stewardship.  The 
members of the parish have been good stewards in 
offering to God their tithes, pledges and 
contributions.  You have been good and faithful 
stewards.  The Vestry  has exercised good 
stewardship in reducing costs and by appropriately 
using the resources entrusted to us for God’s 
service.  Each member of the staff has exercised 
good stewardship in providing the best programs 
we can within the constraints of available funds. All 
of us have been very good stewards, and that has 
been God’s doing, as well.  Thanks to all and 
especially to God!

Things have been tough of late, what with the 
conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq, the economic 
downturn, unemployment, the earthquake in Haiti 
and so many other sources of deprivation 
throughout the world.  We may feel overwhelmed 
by all the problems and needs that exist.  Some 
Christians try to cope by  hunkering down to take 
care of themselves and their own personal circle of 
associations.  Others are prone to act out by 
becoming upset or conflict-oriented and pointing 
the finger to blame.  Jesus seemed to suggest a 
different approach, and so did the Apostles.  That 
approach was simple – give more in response to 
need.  This is a personal and spiritual discipline.  It 
takes faith.  It takes compassion.  It takes mercy.  It 
takes love. And it also takes courage.  It  helps us 

draw closer to God more than just about anything 
else.  So, even though it may  not sound very 
spiritual, believe me, it is: When the going gets 
tough, the tough give more.  

Abundance raises a theological question.  After all, 
church people are called to be people of faith.  That 
means people who trust.  Trust what or whom?  
Trust  God.  God provides. God has always 
provided for St. Paul’s. But when God provides in 
abundance -- more than we expect -- we need to ask 
God and ourselves what He wants.  Why  did God 
move people to give more than we expected and 
what does God want us to do with it – not what 
each of us wants to do with it?  The Vestry will be 
prayerfully wrestling with these matters as time 
goes on, and we ask your prayers as well.   

Biblically, a case could be made for at least two 
approaches. The story of Joseph and the dream of 
seven starving cows devouring seven fat cows 
provides us with one enduring principle. Save 
surplus resources and then use them in the lean 
times during famines.  Another approach would be 
to give some away to the neediest at needy  times. 
Yet another would be simply to keep  the funds in 
reserve as a cushion or in anticipation of what God 
will call us to do at some later date.  The point is 
always a question is what God wants, not  what we 
want.  So please pray for our discernment in these 
matters and thank God for His provisions.  He 
always seems to come through!

Affectionately in Christ, Phil
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Clergy Assistance After FredÕs Departure

We are very pleased that The Rev. John Hall, well 
known and beloved by many at St. Paul’s, is 
recovering from a stroke.  With God’s blessing he 
will be assisting with services and pastoral care as 
soon as he is able. Pledge results permitting, more 
permanent assistance will be in place September.

                        Pledge Update
To date St. Paul’s has received 
pledges for 2010 from 272 parish 
households, totaling $390,000, or 
an average pledge of just about 
$1,500.  Thanks to all those who 
have already pledged!  Your 

contributions and commitment make it possible for 
St. Paul’s to accomplish the ministries we offer on 
Christ’s behalf.  Thanks for pledging!  If you 
haven’t pledged yet please do so as soon as you 
can.  Please contact the parish office (294-4357) if 
you’ve misplaced your pledge forms.  

Thanks for the Generosity

St. Paul’s parishioners gave more than $3,000 as a 
free will offering of charity in response to the 
devastating earthquake in Haiti.

Church Trivia
Overall attendance at weekend services has 
increased by more than ten percent between 
September 2009 and January 2010 compared to the 
same period one year ago.

Lent
The Book of Common Prayer has this to say for 
the Ash Wednesday  liturgy: “I invite you, in the 
name of the Church, to the observance of a holy 
Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by 
prayer, fasting and self-denial; and by reading and 
meditating on God’s holy  Word.”  What Lent 
provides is a season set  aside to intentionally  get 
closer to God.  Traditionally, people sought to do 
that by giving up something – candy, smoking, 
alcohol, Brussels sprouts, or whatever.  That is one 
time-tested approach.  Another, more modern, 
approach is to take something on for Lent.  It 
might be reading one or more of the books of the 
Bible.  It  might be by  adopting a discipline of 
meditation.  It  might be helping with some parish 
ministry or charitable community service.  The 
goal is to adopt some discipline, which you feel 
will help you to draw closer to God.  Blessed Lent!  
Phil

Ash Wednesday

The following is the 
schedule of services for Ash Wednesday, February 
17th:

7:30 am – Ash Wednesday Liturgy with Holy 
Eucharist and the Imposition of Ashes
Noon  --   Ash Wednesday Liturgy  with Holy 
Eucharist and the Imposition of Ashes
4:00 pm – Children’s Ash Wednesday Service
7:30 pm -- Ash Wednesday Liturgy with Holy 
Eucharist and the Imposition of Ashes
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from the Dir. of Music 
and Liturgy :
 

T h a n k y o u t o a l l w h o 
participated in the magical 

Epiphany Evensong in the Old Narragansett 
Church.  A special word of thanks to the altar guild 
team of Emily McKenney, Janet Pyne, and Evie 
Moder who prepared the Greeneway  with 
luminaires and lanterns and also to Bill, our 
sexton, who cleared the path of snow.  Thank you 
to our hospitality  team for the hot cider and 
delicious treats!  Jackie, Ann, Barbara and Pattie 
prepared another winning accompaniment to an 
evening of fellowship.  The choir continued the 
celebration with a dinner at Tina Butler’s house.  
St. Paul’s Choir has a great time whether we are 
singing together or having a party.  Now is a great 
time to consider joining one of the choirs!  
Please see me at coffee hour or contact me at the 
church 294-4357, ext. 106 for more info.

St. Paul’s Youth Choir rehearsed January 30 with 
50 other choristers from the Diocese for the “All-
State Evensong” which will take place April 25th at 
5:00pm at St. Martin’s Church in Providence.   
Please see me or Rozanne Fuller to join in on the 
fun.  Nancy and Alicia are preparing St. Paul’s 
Children’s Choir for the Easter liturgy.  They are 
always welcoming new members.

SAVE THE DATE!   March 21 at 4:00 pm 
Italian organist Mario Duella will perform an 
organ recital on J.S. BachÕs 315th birthday on 
the mechanical-action organ at St. PaulÕs!    A 
free-will offering will be taken.  We hope to see 
you there!
Thank you for your support of the music ministries 
at St. Paul’s!

Peace, Mark

FELLOWSHIP 
A special thank you to Jackie Gildersleeve and 
Betsy Steinman for the wonderful reception they 
hosted after the Advent Lessons and Carols on 
Sunday, December 13, 2009.  It was an elegant 
array  of appetizers and sweets along with a mulled 
wine cider punch and a mulled cider punch.  I 
know by the response of the guests and the fact 
that not a morsel of food was left that this was 
enjoyed by all and the perfect ending to the 
wonderful presentation by our Director of Music 
and Liturgy Mark Steinbach, the Children’s Choir, 
Youth Choir and the Parish Choir.
 

AND . . . 
Thank you to the brave folks who were determined 
to make Father Fred’s Farewell Reception 
successful despite the terrible weather conditions.  
We had planned for around 150 – 180 parishioners 
to attend but as you know this was not the case.  
Thank you Jackie Gildersleeve (who walked from 
West Main Street), Leslie Kershaw, Ralph Henry, 
Martha Parks, Clare Parker and whoever else made 
up the 16 folks that did make the Reception and 
made this special for a special man.   I am told that 
a good time was had by all and Father Phil made 
this especially wonderful.  As Father Fred told me 
it was a blast!
If you are wondering what happened to all that 
food, rest assured the Church School, Welcome 
House and for those Parishioners making up the 
Christmas Baskets the following day enjoyed it.
Farewell Father Fred, enjoy your retirement with 
your family we will miss you.

Peace,
Ann Waring
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Sunday School News
Classes are going strong and we are 
settling into a nice routine after the 
excitement of the holidays.  New 
students and friends are always 
welcome.  Come join us on Sunday 
mornings during the 9:30 am service and join the 
fun.

In January, the younger students will share their 
music with the congregation. Thank you to Kevin 
and Rini for pulling this together.  The children 
were also taught about the power of prayer when 
we discussed what they could do in regards to the 
devastation in Haiti. Again, their compassion for 
others always amazes me.  The Confirmation class 
spent part of their month interviewing members of 
the Parish.  The questions revolved around faith, 
prayer, and serving others. Thank you to everyone 
who was willing to meet with these teens and help 
lead him or her down the road to self-discovery.

Thank you to all the families who have provided 
snacks for the children this month.  Attendance has 
been up  due to the change in service time (what a 
wonderful thing), so snacks are always welcome.  
Just drop them off in the Sunday school office on 
Sunday mornings and thank you for helping to 
make this Parish and coffee hour such a 
welcoming place for these children and teens.

Important Sunday School Dates
February 7, 21, 28 Regular Sunday School
February 14  Community Worship  (school 
vacation)
February 17  Ash Wednesday Children’s 
service, 4pm

Confirmation Date has been set for May 1, 10 
am at the Cathedral of St. John,
271 Main Street, Providence. If your child has 
not been baptized, please contact the church office, 
294-4357 to arrange for this sacrament.  Any 
questions please speak with the teachers or call me, 
294-9908 (Lori Lamb)   Lori

Lenten Lunches
“Good News from the Wilderness”

As usual the churches of North Kingstown will 
offer a lunch and meditation each Wednesday of 
Lent.  The meals will begin at noon and will be 
followed by a presentation by one of the church 
pastors.  This Lent the theme will be Good New 
from the Wilderness.  The schedule of lunches is 
as follows:

Wednesday, February 17 -- NK United Methodist 
Church
Wednesday, February  24 -- Wickford Baptist 
Church
Wednesday, March 3 -- First Baptist Church of 
North Kingstown 
Wednesday, March 10  -- St. Bernard’s Roman 
Catholic Church
Wednesday, March 17 -- St. Paul’s  Episcopal 
Church 

A call for each church

What distinguishes any two churches in a given 
community from each other? If God is the 
champion of order rather than of chaos and if he is 
not asking his people to compete with one another 
to reach the unreached, can we conclude that he 
has a unique calling in mind for each church? That 
calling is based on the resources and gifts he has 
brought together in that church, the ministry 
environment in which the church is located and the 
special anointing he gives to each person he calls 
to lead his people. 
-George Barna 
in Today's Pastors 
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Youth News:

St. PaulÕs Variety Show 2010:  Philanthropic 
Follies
Our annual variety show will be held Sunday, 
February 28th (3:30-5:30) at the Parish House.  If 
you are interested in sharing your God given 
talents to benefit the people of Haiti & the 
Dominican Republic – we need you! Calling all 
ages (1-101) and all talents (singing, dancing, 
acting out a monologue, poetry reading, playing an 
instrument, stand up comedy, magic, slight of hand 
tricks…) or, if your specialty  is behind the scenes 
(lighting, sound, stage set-up or clean-up…) we 
need you! Please email your name, the name of 
your performance/talent as you would like it to 
appear in the program, approximate time needed 
a n d i f y o u n e e d a n a c c o m p a n i s t t o 
youth@stpaulswickford.org. Thanks! 
  
Dates to keep in mind:
2/1 HSY ~ Parental meeting (5:30-7:30) Parish 
House
2/5 MSY ~ Nightwatch program at The Cathedral 

Church of Saint John the 
Divine, NYC 

2/22 HSY ~ Meeting (5:30-7:00) Parish House 
2/27 MSY & HSY ~ Dress Rehearsal for Variety 

S h o w 2 0 1 0 : T h e 
P h i l a n t h ro p i c F o l l i e s 
(1:00-3:00)

2/28 MSY & HSY ~ St. Paul’s Variety Show 2010: 
The Philanthropic Follies 
(3:30-5:30)

3/1 HSY ~ Meeting (5:30-7:00) Parish House
3/6 HSY ~ Pizza Fundraiser (9:00-12:00) Parish 

House
3/28 MSY & HSY ~ Seder Meal for Youth

Mission trip:

The eighteen HSY members:  Zach Eland, Rachel 
Izzi, Nicole Jordan, Nick Jorgensen, Paul Knott, 
Matt Lamb, Dave Mather, Jaclynn Mobley, 
Andrew Nutt, Sam Palmer, Zach Roch, Rachel 
Shippee, Neal Simmons, Lindsey  Streich, Rachel 
Tierney, John Tillotson, Dylan Turner, Trefor 
Woronov and four adult chaperones:  Fr. Phil 
Tierney, Bonnie Brayton-Simmons, Dave Lamb 
and Trish Nugent are eagerly  anticipating their 
participation in St. Paul’s mission to the 
Dominican Republic.  The missioners destination 
will be Monte de la Transfiguracion Episcopal 
Camp.  The dates of the mission will be April 17th 
through April 24th. There is much to do prior to our 
departure and I ask that you pray for us ~ for God’s 
Blessings and His Grace to guide and strengthen 
us. 

With your continued support, encouraging words 
& spiritual beliefs, the youth programs at St. Paul’s 
will continue to be a meaningful & fun filled 
experience. If you are interested in joining us, you 
can do so at  any time during the program year. 
Upcoming events are posted on our website & in 
the Narthex, listed in the Communicant & the 
Sunday Bulletin and announced during the service. 
Please contact me at 294-4357 x105 or 
youth@stpaulswickford.org to specify  which event
(s) you’d like to sign up  for.  Chaperones are 
always needed, delightfully  welcomed & 
encouraged to join in.
 
~God’s Peace
Trish

*****************************************
Memo from the Treasurer
 After each Vestry meeting beginning in March, the 
Parish financial report will be posted on the St. 
Paul’s Church website.  If you do not have access 
to the Website, you may  contact the office at 
294-5347 for a paper copy.

mailto:youth@stpaulswickford.org
mailto:youth@stpaulswickford.org
mailto:youth@stpaulswickford.org
mailto:youth@stpaulswickford.org
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S t . P a u l Õ s 
Ò W e e k d a y Ó 
Nursery School 
News:
     Three year 
old News:  After a 
m u c h d e s e r v e d 

Christmas recess, the 
children were very excited to be back in school.  
The Audubon Society  of RI visited our school and 
presented a program called The Mitten based on 
the book by Jan Brett.  The children enjoyed the 
presentation very  much and were treated to a 
special visit by a real live screech owl.  We made 
winter bird feeders and enjoy watching the birds 
come and feed from these bird feeders.  We had a 
special “Hat Day” where we were able to wear our 
favorite hat to school and share with our friends 
why our hat was special to us.  We learned about 
bears and hibernation and celebrated this week with 
a Teddy Bear Picnic Day and brought in our own 
favorite teddy  bears to join us.  We finished up  the 
month with a unit on snow and ice and penguins.  
We watched snow melt throughout the day as the 
classroom got warmer.  We experimented with 
some snow in our sensory boxes.  We painted with 
ice cubes and learned some new penguin songs and 
finger plays.  January was a busy month.  
     Four Year Old News:        The first week 
back to school we spent time reviewing what we 
had learned during the fall.  Then we began our 
Signs of Winter unit and will continue that unit 
until Groundhog Day.  We continued our number 
unit learning about the numbers 8 and 9.  We began 
the alphabet unit which is my personal favorite.  
On Show and Tell days the children must find 
something at  home that begins with the letter of the 
day and bring it to school to share with the class.  
Great reinforcement for the letter and letter sounds.  
During January we also began our Physical 
Education Program upstairs in the big room.  This 
gives the children an opportunity to work their 
large muscles and move around in a larger space, 
this is very important especially  in the winter 
months when we are unable to go out side as often.  
Child Outreach came to screen the children for 

hearing, vision, gross motor, speech and 
developmental growth.  These screenings are free 
and a requirement for our children at St. Paul’s.  
SORICO will be coming in February to screen the 
children who do not live in North Kingstown.  
     Registrations are in full swing and we are now 
excepting deposits for September’s enrollment.  We 
should know by  the beginning of February how 
many spots are available for next year.  Hope this 
New Year brings Peace to all.  

 God Bless,
Linda     
*************************************
Adult Lenten Retreat
Life getting busy? Need a break from the stress? 
Come and join us for a chance to relax and refresh. 
We have reserved space for up  to 40 parishioners at 
Canonicus Center in Exeter for Friday evening 
through Saturday afternoon, March 19 & 20. The 
theme will be Playing with God: Sacred Humor, 
Laughter and Spiritual Growth, facilitated by 
Father Phil Tierney and Father Aloysius 
Misgivings.

Accommodations will be at the Pierce Lodge. 
Linens and bedding will be provided. For more 
detailed information about the facility, the website 
for Canonicus is http://www.canonicus.org/. 
Canonicus is handicapped accessible.

The cost is the following:
Option 1) Retreat with overnight stay: overnight 
accommodations on Friday March 20, plus three 
meals (Friday dinner, Saturday  breakfast and 
lunch): $93 per person
Option 2) Retreat  without overnight stay: three 
meals (Friday dinner, Saturday  breakfast and 
lunch): $33 per person
Please contact the parish office to make a 
reservation (294-4357). Canonicus is happy to 
accommodate special dietary  needs. If you have 
any dietary restrictions or need a handicapped 
accessible room, please let us know at the time of 
your reservation.
 
No child care will be available at the retreat site.

http://www.canonicus.org/
http://www.canonicus.org/
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Wednesday Night Live Resumes!
Every Wednesday from January 27 to March 24

5:00 Ð Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers
5:45 Ð Dinner in the Chapter Room
6:30 Ð Breakout Groups
7:30 Ð Homeward Bound

Group Options:

• Naikan   Camilla de Rochambeau will be leading practice.

Participants at WNL will be reflecting on the events of day which just  passed; individually, and in writing.  This is 
mostly a silent meditative process with some instruction at the beginning, and the opportunity for sharing any 
observations, if desired, at  the conclusion.  Naikan was developed by Yoshimoto Ishin, a devout  Buddhist  of the Jodo 
Shinshu sect in Japan.  He developed this method of introspection, or self-reflection, so that the method could be used 
easily by anyone.  
 

• “Beginning at the Beginning: Reflections on the Book of Genesis” Fr. Phil 

This discussion group will tackle the most  formative stories in the Old Testament, including the story of Noah and the 
Flood, the Tower of Babel, Abraham’s call and subsequent turmoil in his family, the Rivalry between Esau and Jacob, 
Jacob’s exile and reconciliation, Joseph: his troubles and opportunities, Moses and God’s liberation of the Hebrews.  
You thought soap operas had muddy relationships? Wait until you explore Genesis!

• Jesus, Zits and Adolescence:  An exploration of the “lost” years of Jesus’ Life Story and the 
developmental challenges, crisis and opportunities of the teen years.  

 
Initial session will present  an overview of Adolescence from Psychosocial, Cognitive, and Moral Development 
Perspectives. Subsequent sessions will discuss excerpts from scholarly work and Scripture related to the life of “Jesus 
as an Adolescent”. All sessions will invite participants share and reflect  on their personal experiences in meeting the 
fundamental Adolescent Challenges of “Individuation, Fitting In and Measuring Up”.  Mike Cerullo
 
 

• "Meditation without the Frills" Jim Carleton

An 8-week introduction to a time honored stress reducer: Meditation. The hour will include discussion, practice, and 
critique. Learn to Meditate!

Wednesday Night Live offers great food (provided by Gregg’s), fine social time, a time for worship and 
prayer, study and discussion. 
Come and join the fun.
Call the Parish Office, now, to sign up for dinner (294-4357).
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North Kingstown Weekly Community Dinners 

January, February and March 

Sundays at 1:00 p.m.

Every  Sunday in Jan, Feb and March the ecumenical community in town will join together to provide hot 
meals to the citizens of North Kingstown, who are alone, don’t have cooking facilities or are trying to 
stretch the food dollar and just  need a little extra help. Everyone who falls into these or similar situations is 
invited to come.

Host church locations and contributing churches are as follows:

January meals will be held at St. PaulÕs Episcopal Church
 January 17 served by St. Bernard’s Catholic Church
 January 24  served by North Kingstown United Methodist Church
 January 31  served by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

February meals will be held at First Baptist Church in Wickford
 February 7  served by First Baptist Church in Wickford 
 February 14 served by First Baptist Church in Wickford
 February 21  served by First Baptist Church of North Kingstown
 February 28  served by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

March meals will be held at NK United Methodist Church
 March 7 served by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
 March 14  served by St. Bernard’s Catholic Church
 March 21  served by First Baptist Church of North Kingstown
 March 28  served by North Kingstown United Methodist Church

**************************************************************************************

Grace in giving
   If I see the gift as mine alone to give, 
   I might give hesitantly, 
   even grudgingly, considering my options, 
   then giving from a sense of ought. 
   If I see the gift as God's 
   who allows me to use it for a time, 
   then the gift can flow more freely, 
   as I join with others 
   to be a channel 
   for God's love and mercy.                                     
         by Roberta Porter 



S E Q U O I A  C L U B

10	

 Lenten Study Group Ð A Clearing Season

Lent can be a time of spring-cleaning for the soul!  This Lenten mediation 
offers us the hopeful and joyous experience of taking time to pause, consider 
and renew our relationship with God. Through author Sarah Parsons’ brief 
readings and reflections, “with God’s help we will clear the darkness away and 
begin to experience   greater joy and newness of life.” 

 

 
 Please consider participating in one of our Lenten Meditation Groups which will meet in the 

   Chapter Room
Sundays 6:00-7:00pm  February 14 through March 28
    or     
Tuesdays 9:30 -10:30am   February 16 through March 30

     

To ensure a sufficient number of study guides are available, please enroll by February 2nd   
     Call the church office at 294-4357
      or
   Return the form below to the church office
Cost of $14.00 for the A Clearing Season study guide will be collected at the first group 
meeting.
Scholarships Available

 ************************************************************************************

   Name   ___________________________________
   Phone Number  ___________________________________
   Email Address ___________________________________

   I am interested in the
     Sunday Evening Group _______
     Tuesday Morning Group ______
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  2010 
Vestry Nominees

Jerome Simmons: I have been a North Kingstown 
resident since 2001.  My  wonderful wife Bonnie 
and I have been married for 22 years and we have 
two great children, Neal and Emma.  My 
educational background includes a bachelor’s 
degree in civil engineer and a master’s degree in 
teaching mathematics.  For the last fifteen years I 
have been a math instructor at North Kingstown 
High School and before that I spent some time 
working as a construction contractor and a civil 
engineer.  I am an avid supporter of local sports and 
volunteer as a coach. 
 We have been communicants of St. Paul’s 
for the last 7 years. My family and I have been 
involved in several holiday food basket events.  
Over the years I have helped with various upkeep 
projects and for a short time I was active with the 
properties committee.  More recently, I have helped 
out with the youth groups.  In 2009 I was lucky 
enough to travel to the Dominican Republic on our 
youth mission trip with several of our young people 
and Rev. Philip.  This was one of the most fulfilling 
and meaningful experiences I have ever had.  I look 
forward to participating in other projects and 
activities at St. Paul’s.
 

My name is Sarah LeBlanc.  My husband 
Kenneth and I have four children; Hannah, Alice, 
Claire and Calvin.  I am an avid runner and cyclist.  
I have been a lifelong resident of North Kingstown 
and a member of St Paul's since 1981.  St Paul's has 
always been and important  part of my life.  In my 
youth, I was active in both the Sunday School and 
the Youth Group.  Having attended Bay View in 
high school, the youth group was my lifeline to my 
local friends.  My husband and I were married at 
the Old Narragansett  Church and we have enjoyed 
raising our children as part of the St Paul's 

community.  I am in my 5th year teaching third 
grade Sunday School, an experience I have greatly 
enjoyed.  My  children have all attended St Paul's 
Nursery School and I have been participating on 
the school board for two years.  I have also been an 
active volunteer and supporter of the Episcopal 
Conference Center for many years.   
 I look forward to participating on the Vestry 
as I would like to see the church continue to grow 
and move forward.  I think my history with St 
Paul's and the various ages and stages of my 
children and family will, perhaps, help me see 
many sides to the church and help  guide me in this 
ministry with the vestry.  I am grateful for the 
opportunity and look forward to serving.
 

Maureen Minarick:  I have been married for 
nearly 18 years and am the grateful mother of two 
girls (a newly-minted 9 and an almost-7 year old).  
I am also a licensed clinical psychologist.  I work 
full-time in a college counseling center where I 
conduct evaluations and provide therapy, crisis 
intervention, and outreach.  I returned to work 2 
years ago after taking 7 years off to stay  at home 
and I continue to be amazed and humbled by  the 
privilege of guiding others on their journeys of 
self-discovery and wellness.  
 My connection with St. Paul’s started 
during my infancy, when my parents attended St. 
Paul’s while my  father was a Naval aviator 
stationed at Quonset.  I returned to St. Paul’s as an 
adult after moving back to Rhode Island at the end 
of my own time on active duty.  I received my 
confirmation at St. Paul’s and both of my girls have 
been baptized here.  I have sought to support the 
church in small, subtle ways, e.g., a little gardening 
here, some coffee hours there, art festival counter 
service, nursery  school board meeting contributor.  
I strive to live in accordance with the “good 
people” principle on which I was raised and 
maintain an optimistic, solution-oriented stance.  I 
am thankful for every  day and strive to find the 
gifts hidden in unexpected adversities.
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A Universal Prayer for Peace

This prayer, in more than 40 languages, is used around the 
world.

Lead me from death to Life,
 from falsehood to Truth.
Lead me from despair to Hope,
 from fear to Trust.
Lead me from hate to Love,
 From war to Peace.
Let Peace fill our hearts,
 our world, our universe.

The true meaning of life is to plant trees under 
whose shade you do not expect to sit.
      
 Nelson Henderson

  

  

What is the beloved community of God?

It is a community where no one is left out, 
where the world is indeed our parish, 
where the deepest hopes and yearnings and cries are 
heard, where we rejoice in every sign of God's 
kingdom; 
in the upholding of human dignity and community; 
in every expression of love, justice and 
reconciliation; 
in each act of self-giving on behalf of others; 
in the abundance of God's gifts entrusted to us that 
all 
may have enough. Glory to God! 
-Author unknown



S E Q U O I A  C L U B

13	

Parish Register
October 2009

Marriages
Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder …

 Molise Marie Cull and Peter William Schroff     October 3, 2009

 Jennifer Lee Simon and Aaron John Rannenberg   October 10, 2009

NOVEMBER 2009 REQUIEMS

The following people will be remembered on Wednesday, November 18, 2009 at 5:00 p.m.  If you have a 
loved one whose death took place during the month of November and you would like to have their name 
added to the list of those who will be remembered at the altar on that day, please call the Church Office.

Elizabeth Aldrich    Peter Bloye Olsen
Richard Belanger    Robert Pierce
Frederick Belden    Mary Stiles Randak
Charles Beyer     William Richmond
Marion A. Bowen    Cecilia Riley
Richard M. Bowen II    Eleanor Sams
Barbara Bushey    Evelyn Shogren
Margie Clairess    Julia Spink
David Cranston    Marion Standeven
Tracy Elliott     John L. Stevens
Blanche Foster    Robert Sweet
Fred G. Galloway    Lester & Elizabeth Tabor
Maybelle Hetherington   Ethel Tubbs
Allieene Jankoski    Joan Way
Emil & Theresa Mahonchak   Raymond Wilcox
Margaret Bloye    Olsen Robert Wrathall


