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St. PaulÕs Episcopal Church

   A Monthly Newsletter! DECEMBER  2009

St. PaulÕs Church Statement of Mission and Ministry
St. PaulÕs Church, Wickford, is a loving community of Christians seeking to be faithful to 

God and renewed through the Gospel. 
We of St. PaulÕs aim to love God through:

 ¥ The sharing of the sacraments, worship and prayer,
 • Ministering to people and spreading God's word,
 • Seeking to become better stewards of God's gifts,
 • Working toward the Kingdom of God within us and in the world.

            
  Christmas Eve Prayer

     
Give us, O God, the vision which can see your love in the world 
in spite of human failure. 

Give us the faith to trust your goodness in spite of our ignorance 
    and weakness. 

   Give us the knowledge that we may continue to pray with understanding hearts. 

   And show us what each one of us can do to set forward the coming of the day of universal       
peace. 
 
ÑFrank Borman, Apollo 8 commander                  
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Incarnation
According to the dictionary incarnation means 
personification – becoming a flesh and blood 
person, becoming concrete or real. Christmas 
celebrates the fact that God has become real to us 
by becoming flesh and blood, to show solidarity 
with us and to come alongside us to help us.  
There’s something about coming alongside others 
to help that makes people real.  It makes the faith 
we declare real.  It makes the love we aspire to real.  
It makes our feelings of care real.  It makes other 
people more real to us.  It makes our understanding 
of their circumstances real.  All that also makes us 
real – as people and as Christians.

There is no better way to remember and celebrate 
God’s incarnation – the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ – than to make it real by  coming up 
alongside others to help them as Jesus did.  That 
helps us to take our minds off ourselves – our 
disappointments, our desires, our losses, pains and 
grief. We move out of that “self” realm when make 
plans and take the time to come alongside others to 
help  them in the ways they need.  It also helps us to 
be mindful of Christ’s birth in different ways.  
There’s no better way to make Christ present, here 
and now, than by thinking of Him while we spend 
the time to help others more needy than ourselves, 
especially at this time of year.

That was always the way in which Christians from 
the Middle Ages thought of Christ’s return.  For the 
better part of 1,000 years the return of Christ was 
portrayed, not in apocalyptic terms, but gently 
coming up alongside others, incognito, either to 
bring help or, more often, poised to need help.  The 
message: those who give help to strangers in need 
meet, greet and honor the incarnate Christ in the 
process.

Toward that end, and so to enrich everyone’s 
spiritual life and celebration of the incarnation of 
God, St. Paul’s will be offering a few opportunities 
to help strangers in need at this holiday  time.  We 
will be purchasing food, packing Christmas Food 
Baskets and delivering them to needy households 
in the local community on December 21st and 22nd.  
Come and join our hard work for others; enjoy 
good fellowship and fun along with other members 
of the parish.

This year, we will also be hosting a Christmas 
Giving Tree program at the church. We’ll set up a 
Christmas tree in the Parish Hall and “decorate” it 
with tags of local children and families in the 
community who can’t afford presents.  Those tags 
will include information about the recipient(s) and 
their wishes.  Simply pick a tag, get the appropriate 
presents.  The presents are to be brought to the 
office upwrapped and with the tag attached to it 
by Friday, December 11th.  More details will be 
forthcoming soon.

We’ll also be selling crafts made in Africa, this 
holiday season. They’ll be provided by African 
Ministries, and all the proceeds from the sales will 
go to the people who made them and communities 
where they were made.  The crafts will be on 
display in the Parish Hall.  I’m sure you’ll find 
some perfect presents among the wares.
I’ve been in conversation with the pastors of other 
North Kingstown churches to work together to 
offer a weekly meal to the community throughout 
the winter months.  This is just in the initial 
planning stage, but please let me know if you have 
any interest in offering your time to prepare and/or 
serve food.

So the word of the month is incarnation.  Let’s 
celebrate our Lord’s incarnation by incarnating His 
love!

Affectionately in Christ, 
Phil
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from the Dir. of Music and Liturgy :
 To celebrate this 
season of Advent, St. Paul's 
Children's Choir, Youth Choir 
and Parish Choir will offer a 
Festival of Advent Lessons and 

Carols, Sunday Dec. 13 at 4pm.  
Prophetic and meditative readings and music will 
soar through the dusk.  The choir will sing the final 
scene of Philip Glass' Satyagraha,  an opera based on 
Mohandas K. Ghandi's philosophy  of "the Force 
born of Truth and Love, or non-violence,"  adopted 
by Martin Luther King, Jr. during the American 
Civil Rights Movement of the 1960's. A free-will 
offering for charity will be gathered. A glowing 
reception will follow this service. Please invite a 
friend to this lovely service.

The choirs are diligently rehearsing for Christmas 
and Epiphany services.  Thank you to all choristers 
and their family members for giving of their time, 
talents, and services! Congratulations to Ms. 
Sophia Fusco for achieving the Royal School of 
Church Music Blue Medal award. These young 
people are not only learning the great  music of the 
church, all about singing technique and breathing, 
but also about taking part in a spiritual discipline.   
Thank you to the parishioners of St. Paul's for your 
faithful support of the music ministry and its 
outreach to the community.  If you are inspired by 
the choirs' music this season and would like to join 
us, please contact  me so that you may join our 
busy program in the new year.   

St. Paul's Children's Choir under the leadership of 
Nancy Sherman and Alicia Cranston will be 
singing for the 3:00pm Christmas Pageant service.  
St. Paul's Youth Choir (Rozanne Fuller, Director, 
will be singing for the 5:00pm Christmas Eve 
service.  St. Paul's Parish Choir will be joined by 
an instrumental ensemble at  the 7:30 and 10:30 
services for the joyous Mozart "Spaurmesse."   A 
traditional carol sing will be offered 30 minutes 
before each service, so arrive early!

Our annual service of Epiphany  Evensong will 
take place January 10 at 7pm in the Old 
Narragansett Church with a reception following in 
the Parish Hall.  Bundle up and join us to sing in 
the new year!

Peace,
Mark

Advent Services

The First Sunday of Advent will be the Sunday 
after Thanksgiving, November 29, 2009.  Starting 
then and continuing through December 20, we will 
be commemorating each week of Advent by 
lighting the Advent Wreath in the church.

Advent Lessons and Carols
Our annual festival service of Advent Lessons and 
Carols will be held on Sunday, December 13th, at 4 
PM in St. Paul’s Church.  

Christmas Home Communion
If you know of people unable to come to Church 
who would like a priest to visit with Holy 
Communion during the Holiday season, please 
contact the office at 294-4357.

Christmas Memorial Flowers
If you would like to memorialize a loved one or to 
give thanks to God for anything in particular by 
making a contribution for Christmas Poinsettias 
please contact Debbie at the Parish Office by 
Friday, December 11th (294-4357).

Holy Baptism
There will be a service of Holy Baptism on 
Sunday, January 10th, during the 9:30 Eucharist.  
Please contact the Parish Office to arrange 
participation in that Baptism.
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Christmas Services at St. PaulÕs Church

Saturday, December 19th

     5:15 p.m.   Healing for the Holidays with    
     Requiem Holy Eucharist

Advent 4, Sunday, December 20th 
     7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I
     9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
      
Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24th

    3:00 p.m. Pageant with Eucharist and Carols
    5:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with Children’s 
   Choir & Carols 
   7:30 p.m.     Holy Eucharist II with Parish Choir 
   & Carols
   10:30 p.m.     Festival Choral Eucharist with    
  Choir & Carols
  
 
Christmas Day, Friday, December 25th

   9:30 a.m.     Holy Eucharist I
 
First Sunday after Christmas, Sunday,  
December 27th 
   7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist I 
   9:30 a.m.    Holy Eucharist with Lessons and 
  Carols 
 
The Feast of the Epiphany, January 10th

   7:30 a.m.   Holy Eucharist I
   9:30 a.m.   Holy Eucharist with Holy Baptism
   7:00 p.m.    Epiphany Evensong (ONC)

               

2009 Pledge Update
Thanks to all those parishioners, who have pledged 
to the support of God’s work through St. Paul’s.  
As of November 18, participation and amounts are:
Total Number of Pledges: 106 
Total Amount Pledged:  $186,000

Thus far, our average pledge is about $1,775, 
which is a bit less than last year, and about $1,000 
lower than the national average of Episcopalian 
households.  We are grateful to those who have 
been so faithful in keeping up their pledges during 
the past year and to those who have already 
pledged for 2010.   However, there many 
parishioners who have not yet pledged.  Consider 
this a reminder, and a nudge, to those who have not 
yet pledged to prayerfully participate in the 
privilege of pledging to support God’s mission in 
the world through St. Paul’s.

Healing for the Holidays

Amidst what all of us wish to be a joyous holiday 
season life’s losses often become more painfully 
felt than at any other time of year.  The death of 
loved ones, the breakup of marriages, the absence 
of family members and friends, alienation, 
loneliness, ill health, and shortages of income and 
job losses hurt more than ever.  Often people 
feeling such pains hide so as to escape notice, but 
that tends to make it only feel worse.  As we have 
for the past four years, St. Paul’s will provide a 
special service with prayers for healing and the 
opportunity for anointing as well as a Requiem on 
Saturday, December 19, during the 5:15 
Eucharist.  Please come and bring any of your 
acquaintances who may be suffering personal pain 
during the holiday season.
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ÒLet the children come to me and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these. I tell you 
the truth, anyone who will not receive 
the kingdom of God like a little child 
will never enter itÓ

 This has always been one of my favorite 
scripture verses.  I will admit that I am a “kid 
person” so I love spending time with them. 
Surprised?  When you work and live with children, 
the meaning of the verse takes on a clearer and 
deeper understanding.  Frequently, I have heard 
that our faith should be sincere, pure, and 
unquestioning like that of a child.  I agree with 
most of that, although it’s not always easy when 
life comes at you hard. Unquestioning? Never. Ask 
my students; I want them to question things.  It 
leads to a greater understanding. On top of that 
though, I think there is another facet to the faith of 
a child. They have a pure joy in their faith and of 
the world around them. This is something that I 
enjoy learning from them each Sunday.
   An example of this compassion took place this 
November.  During the school year, we speak of 
giving the gift of ourselves to help others and 
perform a community service project.  This month, 
we chose two of our “alumni” who have served our 
country  and have recently returned from Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  The children have made cards to 
thank them and have prayed and donated “prayer 
blankets” for each of them.  They wanted these 
young men to know that they have been in the 
thoughts and prayers of the children here at St. 
Paul’s. Again, these are men they  have never met, 
but they still cheered when they heard of their safe 
arrival home. This is such a wonderful example of 
sharing their passion for life.
           Here are some ways to look at the upcoming 
season through the eyes of a child and enjoy the 
pleasures that God has shared with us.  A child’s 
passion for life is never more obvious than then 
during the Christmas season.                                                 

 
¥ Gift shopping: instead of thinking about how 
crowded the stores are, or how much more we 
have to get done....first watch a child give a gift.  
They are almost shaking with excitement.  
Frequently, the secret is out long before Christmas 
morning, especially  when it has been made from 
the heart.  The anticipation is almost too great to 
hold in.

•Christmas baking: no moaning allowed.  In our 
house this always included the kids (no matter the 
age). We had sugar and flour everywhere and on 
everyone, including the dog.  More cookies were 
eaten then boxed, but we the kids (no matter the 
age). We had sugar and flour everywhere and on 
everyone, including the dog.  More cookies were 
eaten then boxed, but we always had lots of laughs.  
Small children find some strange things very 
funny.
 
• Snow: yes, it will be coming, and yes, it will need 
to be shoveled.  First though, enjoy the beauty if it, 
as it is falling down.  Go outside, look up, and 
listen.  It’s magical.  If you really want to be a kid 
stick your tongue out and taste, I won’t tell.  Snow 
truly is a gift, and boy, do the kids get that. 

• Pageants, plays, and concerts:  instead of looking 
at the list of one more thing to fit into the already 
busy schedule, enjoy the moment and watch the 
performers faces during the event.  They are 
sharing their gift with you and God’s radiance 
shows through.  I’m blessed every year to witness 
this at the Children’s Christmas Pageant.  It’s an 
event the children love sharing with you. 

Enjoy the season and find that inner 
passion for the kingdom of God. 

 
Lori
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Youth News:

St. Paul’s Youth Group’s pure compassion for 
others fills my heart  with joy & inspiration. Their 
generosity & genuine concern for those less 
fortunate is a wonderful testimony to their belief in 
the ways of our Lord, Jesus Christ. There’s no 
better way to celebrate our Lord coming to save 
use than to help others in need at this time of year.  
 
 
Dates to keep in mind:

12/4 5:00- 8:00 Live Nativity (MSY)
12/7 5:30-7:00 HSY Gathering
12/21 3:30-5:00 Christmas baskets (strong 
backs needed to unload produce) (MSY & HSY)
12/21 7:00- 9:00  Christmas baskets (pack 
baskets) (MSY & HSY)
12/22 8:00-11:30  Christmas baskets (strong 
backs needed to load produce) -Pizza lunch (HSY)
12/22 11:30-4:00 Christmas baskets (strong 
backs needed to deliver baskets) (HSY)
12/31 7:00  New Years Eve lock-in 
(MSY)
1/1 11:00  Snow tubing at Yawgoo 
(MSY)
2/5  Nightwatch program at The 
Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine NYC 
(MSY)
 (Please RSVP by Monday, January 4th)

 Please contact me at 294-4357 x105 or 
youth@stpaulswickford.org to specify which event(s) 
you’d like to sign up for.  Chaperones are always 
needed, delightfully welcomed & encouraged to 
join in.

 
Mission trip :  17 HSY members have secured a 
position & are eagerly anticipating their 
participation in St. Paul’s mission to the 
Dominican Republic.  The missioners destination 
will be Monte de la Transfiguracion Episcopal 
Camp. The dates of the mission will be April 17th 
through April 24th. There is much to do prior to our 
departure & I ask that you all pray for us ~ for 
God’s Blessings and His grace to guide & 
strengthen us.
 
~God’s Peace
Trish

Important Sunday School Dates and 
Information

Regular Sunday School will be held December 6, 
13, 20. 
Community Worship (no Sunday School) 
December 27, January 3.

Fifth grade Emmaus class will be having their 
first mandatory clergy-led class on December 13th, 
during regular Sunday School hours.

Christmas Pageant is open to all children age 
three and above.  If you are interested, pageant 
forms will be available with your child’s teacher 
and on the children’s snack table during coffee 
hour. Rehearsals will be held on Saturday  Dec. 
19th, 9-11 am in the church, and Dec. 20th 
(speaking parts) during regular Sunday  school 
hours. 

Christmas Pageant will take place Thursday, 
December 24 during the 3 pm service.  Cast 
members need to arrive at 2:15 pm.

mailto:youth@stpaulswickford.org
mailto:youth@stpaulswickford.org
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Three Year Old 
C l a s s N e w s :  
November was a 
busy  month for our 
3 ’ s .  B e s i d e s 
working on their 
shape of the month - 
t r i ang le and the 

month’s color - brown, they were also busy 
learning about the Pilgrims, Native Americans and 
the First Thanksgiving.  Some of the activities that 
the children worked on were making chocolate 
pudding, painting with feathers, decorating Indian 
headdresses, Pilgrim hats and lots and lots of 
turkeys.  The children reflected on the many things 
they  are thankful for and ended the month with a 
“We Are Thankful” program with families present.  
  Four Year Old Class News:  The 4’s 
began their month with parent – teacher 
conferences which were very informative. Our 
annual trip  to Big John Leyden’s Christmas Tree 
Farm took place on November 10th.  We learned all 
about planting, growing and caring for Christmas 
trees and enjoyed a hayride and a story in the green 
house.  We had our unit on Thanksgiving and the 
Native American Indians and invited our families 
to join us for a program of song and dance with 
Miss Maria, celebrating the Thanksgiving Holiday.  
We had an opportunity  to experience Chapel in the 
Old Narragansett Church with Father Phil and 
Buddy Cavalieri.  That is always a favorite.  
Families were invited to attend.  We continued to 
review shapes, colors and number units.        
 Its basket raffle time again.   This year we 
will be raffling off 8 different themed baskets. The 
drawing will take place in December just in time 
for Christmas.  Look for more information soon.  
 We are continuing to take names for next 
year’s enrollment.  We have begun giving tours of 
the school.  We have spaces available for the 3’s 
and 4’s for next September.  Enrollment is now 
open to the community.  Please call the school at 
295-7320 for more information or to set up a visit.
 
 God Bless,
Linda    
  

Fall 2009 Christian Action News 

In September the Christian Action Committee 
discussed the ongoing conflict in the Sudan.   We 
funded the International Rescue Committee $500 
for its work with refugees.  They are partnering 
with the Episcopal Church of Sudan and the Sudan 
Development and Relief Agency to get help where 
it is needed.

The International Rescue Committee was 
established in 1933 as the American arm of the 
European Rescue Committee, in response to an 
appeal from Albert Einstein, who recognized the 
needs of refugees fleeing Nazi oppression.  
Currently, it works in 42 countries addressing 
issues of emergency relief, health care and human 
rights for displaced persons.   Ninety percent of 
contributions go directly to services, earning the 
IRC an A+ rating from the American Institute of 
Philanthropy.  For more information, go to 
www.theIRC.org .

In addition we gave $250 to the Friends of the 
World Food Program for Zimbabwe and $500 to 
the RI Community Food Bank.

In October, the group responded to the devastating 
earthquake and subsequent tsunami in the Pacific.   
We sent $500 to the area via Episcopal Relief and 
Development.   

To support those less fortunate closer to home, we 
designated $250 each to Westerly Area Rest and 
Meals (W.A.R.M.) , St. Mary’s Home for Girls, 
Amos House and Welcome House.  McAuley 
House will receive $279.

Respectfully submitted,
Kathleen Godley

http://www.theirc.org
http://www.theirc.org
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    Reaching out to our community

                                                   

CHRISTMAS BASKETS - 2009

As we enter the holiday seasons this year, with our blessings for the joys, sorrows and the gift of life we have shared 
this past  year, let us all take a few moments to care for those in our community who need a special touch.  St. Paul’s 
CHRISTMAS BASKETS touch a lot  of those people.  Again this year, 100 families will receive a basket full of food 
for their CHRISTMAS dinner and enough extra for several other meals (breakfast, lunches and dinners).  These 
special families also represent  approximately 300 people in our community.  Just think... over 300 people in our town 
receiving a bit of love from everyone who shares in the CHRISTMAS BASKETS from our community of St. Paul’s.

Listed here are several specific ways you and your family can share in St. Paul’s CHRISTMAS BASKETS for 2009:

Your cost  of one complete food basket  is $45.  You may wish to give money for a full basket or part of one or you 
may choose to donate a frozen turkey or roaster.  Starting with the THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE and 
continuing to December 14, you may bring your donations from the  food staple  list to church.  There will be a 
designated area for all CHRISTMAS BASKET  food donations.  The financial donation is used for purchasing all the 
perishable and produce items.

Families will be needed to pray for our special families, and VOLUNTEERS will be needed to help 
assemble the baskets.  Those of you who have volunteered in the past  know what joy is shared - those of 
you who are new to the parish or have never participated before....  well, you don’t know what you’ve been 
missing!  

If you and your family can give in any of the ways offered, please check the appropriate place on the 
VOLUNTEER PARTICIPATION slip and return it to the Parish Office or place it in the collection plate as 
soon as possible.

     FOOD STAPLES NEEDED FOR EACH BASKET

40-oz. Jiffy Baking Mix Instant Oatmeal
16-oz. Mayonnaise Cookies
Cranberry Sauce Jiffy Pie Crust Mix
Christmas Candy
Kellogg’s Corn Flakes

1-lb. cans Shortening
48-oz. Bottle Canola Oil

Juicy Juice Pancake Syrup
Stuffing Mix Peanut Butter
5-lb. Sugar Canned Yams
Popping Corn
Grape Jelly

Pumpkin Pie Filling
5-lb. All Purpose Flour
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     In addition to the staples, the Christmas Baskets will include the following perishables and produce:

Bologna Eggs
Margarine Milk
Bacon Orange Juice
Hot-dogs Bread
American Cheese Turkey or Roaster
Carrots Oranges
Bananas Apples
Lettuce Potatoes
Onions Squash
Turnip Celery

I have agreed to share GodÕs love in the following ways:

¥ FOOD STAPLES
¥ PRAY FOR A FAMILY
¥ FINANCIAL AID (Please indicate “for Christmas BasketsÓ on your check or envelope and 

include your envelope number)
¥ FROZEN TURKEY or ROASTER 

(To be delivered to the Parish House on Tuesday, December 22 by 9 a.m.)

******************************************************************************

                    VOLUNTEER PARTICIPATION

 Pack Baskets, Monday, 12/21 at 7 p.m. ______

 Pack Baskets, Tuesday, 12/22 at 9 a.m. ______

 Pray for a family ____

 Help Deliver Baskets, Tuesday, 12/22 at 11:30 a.m. ______

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION

 I wish to contribute one (or more) basket(s) $              .

 I wish to contribute $                   toward a basket.

 Bring FROZEN Turkey or Roaster Tuesday, December 22 by 9 a.m. 
  (Please indicate Turkey _____  Roaster _____)

Name        Phone _____________      Envelope #_______________________
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Summary of Bishop WolfÕs Address to the
219TH CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE OF RHODE ISLAND

Bishop Wolf began by reviewing some of the significant challenges facing the church and our world today 
not the least of which is the struggling economy, which results in church budget shortfalls. Concerns about 
membership, stewardship, and decreasing income may result in staff or program reduction and challenges 
to the general viability of congregations over time.

Living in Holy Saturday
She went on to say “We know that the familiar church is passing away.” She explained that this did not mean the 
Body of Christ was dying but the “human structure of the earthly church” was morphing. Further, she conveyed that 
most of us “have yet to grasp adequately an expression of the faith that is both rooted in our historic beliefs, 
traditions, and the culture of New England.” 

One of her most striking analogies was our current existence being the equivalence of “living in the throws of a 
corporate Holy Saturday when Jesus’ body has been removed from the cross, and the promised rebuilding of the 
temple has yet to occur.  It is the day when nothing seems to be happening; only mourning, sadness, and grasping at 
what will come next… [the resurrection]. Every mainline denomination… has lost a significant number of members, 
and 15% of the population claims no religious identity at all. Christendom… is mourning for what was lost and not 
quite sure of what is to come…

She preached awareness of two damaging, yet in times like these common, behaviors:

1. Insular focus… on our particular congregation, concerned more with survival than with 
proclamation. As a church, we need to be keenly aware of the world around us and the conditions 
which characterize our age. 

2. Blame placement… on others for our situation. Casting fault provides temporary emotional relief. It 
does not address the underlying problems, and is a way of escaping the truth and responsibilities of a 
given situation.

She reminded us that Jesus on the cross demonstrated neither of these behaviors. Further, if this “is a time of grave 
uncertainty perhaps it is because the trumpet is sounding and a wake-up call is arousing us from our complacency.”  

 Ten Characteristics of a Transforming Church
Bishop Wolf then offered ten characteristics of congregations that are experiencing significant transformation. 

1. They changed their attitude. They got honest with themselves, owning their responsibilities. Instead of acting 
as victims they re-set their vision;

2. They are people of abundance instead of scarcity. They speak of God’s blessings in their life, of gratitude and 
thankfulness. They experience the joy of giving instead of complaining that they don’t have enough;

3. They place a high priority on Christian formation for all ages, acknowledging that informed believers make 
faithful disciples; 

4. They see new comers not as sources of money, but as people who are seeking a Christ-centered community; 
5. They create an environment of mutual responsibility member to member, organization to organization; 
6. They develop achievable goals, and rely upon shared ministry to accomplish them;
7. They move from triangulation and gossip to effective ways of communication;
8. They unashamedly give voice to the core of the Christian faith: to the sinful failings of the human condition, 

redeemed through the transforming love of the Word made Flesh. 
9. They use new technologies in the service of evangelism and proclamation, and 
10. They expect people to worship every Sunday; hearing the Word of God, and receiving the Bread of Life.

She went on to say that no church has all these characteristics but as Fr. Phil, Wil Tolhurst, and I lunched, we 
discussed our feeling that St. Paul’s has many of these. 
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New Attitudes towards Money (Stewardship) and Evangelism

Bishop Wolf briefly promoted the importance of Stewardship and Evangelism.
“Imagine the witness of our ancestors, who gave money towards the building of our churches, schools, orphanages, 
and nursing homes; who gave memorials of bibles and prayer books, statues, and pews. Some donors were people of 
great means, but most were working people, immigrants, who thanked God every day for their blessings.” She asked 
each attendee to think what their churches would be like if such support existed still today.

In her promotion of Evangelism she warned against the motive of new members being monetary gain; i.e., new 
revenue sources. She said, “Jesus didn’t send out the seventy-two to balance the budget, but to baptize, to invite 
people to let go of their old lives and to experience new life… The goal of our evangelism must be rooted in faith 
filled invitation and incorporation, for we live in a highly spiritual age and it is the spiritual life for which people 
hunger.” 

While on the threshold of a new resurrection in the Church, she asked us to “to leave the tombs of our hesitation, roll 
back the rock of nostalgia, and discover what the Risen Lord wants for the extension of his reign in the world of 
today.” While it is not expected to be the “church of our memories,” it will be an “authentic expression of God’s 
kingdom in our midst.” 

Finally, she asked us to share this with the leaders of our churches with particular emphasis on the three 
aforementioned parts:

1. What it means to live in Holy Saturday
2. The ten characteristics of transforming churches
3. New models (attitudes) towards money and evangelism 

She closed with two spiritual messages: 
1. Grant [O, Lord that] as the crucified body of your dear Son was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy 

Sabbath, so we may await with him the coming of the third day, and rise with him to newness of life. (BCP, 
221)

2. The Christian message is a message of newness of life and eternal hope. “We need believers who are 
informed, engaged, missionary, and faithful.”  We need generous spirits, thankful hearts, and works of mercy, 
so that our Holy Saturday will lead to the Feast of Resurrection.

Ray Jorgensen, Junior Warden

Looking for a few gardeners (and others)

The planning phase for the St. Paul's Community Garden is well underway, and we are still putting together 
the team. If you have gardening skills (green thumb or not), we can use your help! But we also need folks 
who are interested in planning, coordinating volunteer schedules, and sorting the harvest. All ages and 
experience levels welcome. If you have an interest in any of these or related areas, there will be a planning 
meeting on Wed Dec 9 in the Common Room. If you are unable to attend the meeting but are still interested 
in being part of the team, please contact us at StPgarden@yahoo.com or Ted at 792-0427. And since the 
membership costs will be based on the number of participants, if you are interested in a membership, please 
let us know as soon as possible so we can get an idea of what the membership costs per share will be.

mailto:StPgarden@yahoo.com
mailto:StPgarden@yahoo.com
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Advent Worship Meditation

What defines a Church?  One distinguishing 
characteristic is that it is a place where people 
gather to worship God.  A Church could be called a 
“God-worshiping community.”  If we at St. Paul’s 
want to be defined that way, we need to ask 
ourselves important questions about worship and 
liturgy – questions that focus us on how we do 
worship, not how we feel in worship, or how 
pleased we are in the worship.  The questions need 
to help us think about how pleased is God with our 
worship.  They need to help us decide what helps 
us to worship God most genuinely and what about 
our worship grows us closer to God.  
In the Sunday bulletin during each of the four 
weeks of Advent we will offer one such question 
for your consideration.  You are asked to respond 
prayerfully, meditatively, contemplatively.    Please 
write your responses, name, and service you attend 
and return them to the parish office by Christmas.   
Your thoughts and meditations about worship will 
shape our review of the Service schedule change 
begun in September; we will also discuss them at 
one service in January when the changes are due 
for review.

Question #1:  What best helps you, spiritually, to 
worship God during the service?

Question # 2: How do our current worship services 
affect you spiritually?

Question # 3:  How does our current format of 
worship affect the quality of your praise of God?

Question # 4:  What would help you most to 
achieve meaningful worship?

Name:________________________________    

Service you ordinarily attend:____________

Weather Prayer Flags
Would you like to join me on December 9th at 6:30 
PM for a Prayer Flag workshop in the Chapter 
Room? 

At the Scribe in East Greenwich I saw a bare-
branch tree on which were hung many flags with 
blessings and prayers to God for world issues. We 
were given one to take if we wanted, and to hang 
outside for the flag to weather. As the flags 
weather, the prayers go to God.  I will provide the 
flags and you can join me and others in creating 
flags of prayers and blessings for peace, the health 
of the earth, help for the homeless and/or healing 
of your loved ones or any other prayers and 
blessings. These can come from the heart, from 
hymns, the Book of Common Prayer, the Bible, 
literary quotations; the subject can be anything that 
matters to you. They can even be pictures. The 
more flags out there, the more prayers dissolving 
and going to God. We could hang them on an 
outdoor tree at St Paul’s, or you could hang them 
on trees at home. You could include them in gifts 
and Christmas cards.  The flags are made of 
recycled and easily biodegradable paper bags hung 
with cotton string.  The writing is in indelible 
marker. 

The idea originated with Japanese prayer flags, and 
it seems to have been in Oregon, where the woman 
at Scribe picked it up. I asked permission to copy 
her, and she thought it would be a good idea. It 
seems like a great way to start ripples of prayers 
moving outward.  People of any age are welcome. 
If you would like to be part of this workshop, 
please call me, so I know how much material to 
have on hand, or you can come at the last minute if 
you feel inspired.

Gail Cyr    295-1369
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Parish Register
November 2009

Burials
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord É

Claude Russell Dollar                          November 13, 2009

DECEMBER 2009 REQUIEMS
December Requiems will be remembered on Saturday, December 19, 20009 during the 5:15 pm service. The 
following people will be remembered on that day. If you have a loved one whose death took place during the month 
of December and you would like to have their name added to the list of those who will be remembered on the altar 
that day, please call the Church Office.

Robert Aldrich   Lillian Kettlety
Jane Anderson   Gilbert Kingsley
Clayton Arsenault   John Leahy
Beatrice Butler   John Lincoln
Loraine Carpenter   David MacKay
James Chadwick   Mary Robin Marks
Harold Cutting, Jr.   Ann E. Nevins
Irene Deloge    Paul Peterson
George Gardner   Mary Anne Sabo
Louise Gardiner   Winston Smith
Gilbert Hartley   Randy Spratt
Joseph Hetherington   Mildred Waters
Eugene Jankoski   Delphine Wood


