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St. Paul’s Church Statement of Mission and Ministry
St. Paul©ChurchWickford, is a loving community of Christians seeking to be faithful to
God and renewed through the Gospel.
We of St. PautCaim to love God through:
° The sharing of the sacraments, worship and prayer,
. Ministering to people and spreading God's word,
. Seeking to become better stewards of God's gifts,
. Working toward the Kingdom of God within us and in the world.
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I joined the fifth graders for

their Emmaus class a few weeks ago. What struck
me most was that none of them seemed to have the
slightest idea as to why Jesus died. They may not
be alone. Parishioners of every age can benefit
from the observance of the events of Holy Week --
not just to reacquaint our selves with Christ’s life,
death and resurrection, but also to experience those
events personally. When we remember those
events they spiritually come alive for us again.
The services of Holy Week reenact the most
poignant events in Jesus’ life, which, taken
together, dramatize the core beliefs of our faith.

Remember the time when theaters ran films
continuously? Moviegoers could enter the theater
at any time, whether it was the beginning, middle
or end of the film, and would stay until the movie
came back around to when they came in. If we
come in to the unfolding drama of Holy Week only
to experience the triumphal entry on Palm Sunday
and then the resurrection on Easter Day, let alone
only Easter, we will have missed much of the of
the drama of our Lord’s most poignant
experiences. And this is what we’d miss

Palm Sunday — Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem to be
greeted by exhilarated crowds of Jews eager to
welcome Him as the Messiah, who would lead
them in the overthrow of the Romans and the
establishment of God’s Kingdom on Earth. We
reenact the Triumphal Entry when we parade from
the Parish Hall to the Church. Please gather in
the Parish Hall before the 8:30 and 10:30
services.

Passover Seder — Many believe that the Last
Supper was, in fact, a Seder, which is the most
sacred of Jewish meals. This year there will be a
full-fledged Seder expressly for youth. It will be
celebrated in the parish hall on Palm Sunday
evening from 5 to 6:30 pm.

Maundy Thursday Foot-washing Ceremony and
Lord’s Supper — Two of the most powerful things
that Jesus ever did before was to wash His
disciples’ feet and institute the Lord’s Supper
(Eucharist) during His Last Supper with them. We
will reenact the foot-washing ceremony for
children at 4 pm and with the Lord’s Supper at
7 pm.

The Stripping of the Sanctuary and All Night
Vigil — After the Maundy Thursday Eucharist the
Chancel will be stripped of everything to
symbolize the way Jesus was stripped of
everything during His passion. The Holy
Sacrament will be placed in the chapel for all those
wanting to participate in the traditional prayer
vigil.

Good Friday Observances — We will have four
services on Good Friday: Stations of the Cross for
children, an ecumenical service at noon in the
Methodist Church, the liturgy for Good Friday
with St John’s Passion sung by the choir at

2 pm, and Stations of the Cross in the church at
7 pm.

The Great Vigil of Easter — From the lighting of
the new fire to the reading of God’s redemptive
acts through history to the dramatic proclamation
of Jesus’ resurrection, this Easter Eve service is
thrilling to behold. It begins at 7:30 pm.

Affectionately in Christ,
Phil

See page 7 for complete
Holy Week Schedule




from the Dir. of Music
and Liturgy:
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Please join us for worship
this Holy Week and Easter season! Special
music offered by St. Paul's Parish Choir this
year features:

Passion Sunday ! Salvator Mundi, by English
composerJohnBlow(1649 b 1708),!a teacherof
Henry Purcell. The joyous motet "Pueri
Hebraeorum” by the Spaniard Tomas Victoria
(1548 D 1611) will be presented at!the Liturgy
of the Palmsalong with an anthemby the youth
and children's choirs.

Maundy Thursday!A new settingof Ubi caritas
by AmericancomposeiMorten Lauridsen,andthe
moving Tantum ergo by the 19thc. !Austrian
composeAnton Bruckner

Good Friday at 2 pm The Passion according to
St. John!set to Gregorian Chant; Renaissance
motets Crux fidelis of John IV of Portugal and
Adoramus te by Orlando di Lasso.

The Easter serviceswill feature a guest brass
quartet and the joyous anthem “Worthy is the

Lamb,Ofrom Handel'sMessiah. ! The ParishChoir

will also offer the sublime! Gloria and Sanctus

from HungariancomposerZoltan Kodaly's Missa

Brevis. 'Kodaly'srich harmoniesbelie his studies
with French composerWidor, whose celebrated
Toccata you will hearasthe closing voluntary on

Easter Day

St. Paul's Youth Choir will be joined by the
Children'sChoir celebratingeasterDay at the Old
Narragansett Church. ! Thank you directors
Rozanne Fuller and Nancy Sherman for your
tireless leadership! | Thank you Bonnie and Joe
Smith for assemblinga group of Pnemusiciansto
lead that service. ! Kudos to Ray and Nick
Jomgensen for leading the Easter Sunrise
Service.!Thank you Kevin O'Connorand Buddy
Cavalerifor providing musical leadershipfor the
Easter5:15 service.!Finally thankyou Jessye-Ray

Leich and Pat Petersenwho are present!every
single Sundaymorning at 8:30 making beautiful
music! I'Thankyou to eachmemberof the choir at
8 and St. Paul'sParishChoir who givesyour time
andtalentsto the glory of God.! St. Paul'sis what
it is becausef all of our dedicatedsolunteersvho
give heart, mind and soul! 'Thank you!

The season of Easter lasts for 50 days, and we will
keep celebratingSt. Paul’s youth choir will
participate in the all-state festival Evensong,

April 29 at 4 pm at St. Luke's Church in East
Greenwich. !Thank you to all of the participants
and parents who have worked hard all year to
make this wonderful event happen, and not least of
all to our very able youth choir DirectdRozanne
Fuller. 'Youth choir member Sarah Cavaleri sang a
beautiful solo with our guestganistAnnie Laver

at "Music for RelRection,” in Marcihank you to

our hospitality tearAnn Waring, Jackie
Gildersleeve, Barbandollmar and Betsy Steinman
for providing an EXQUISITE reception!

Peace,

Mawk

Episcopal Charities

Charity is love in action. Every day Rhode
Islanders who suffer in body, mind or spirit are
helped by agencies funded by Episcopal Charities.
If you have made your donation, thank you. If not,
please consider helping lift the burdens of those
less fortunate. Be part of St. Paul’s reaching our
goal of $41,768 and 100% participation. Your
generosity brightens the lives of our neighbors all
over the state. N
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Middle School Youth (MSY):

I wish to thank all the parents and chaperones who
continually support the Youth Ministry programs. I
truly appreciate the help and encourage you to join in
at any time! In my continued effort to strengthen the
MSY group, I held a meeting on March 8" for all
MSY parents who were interested in forming a
parental advisory committee and the three in
attendance, Rebecca Brown, Eileen Gettman & Jean
Leich had some great ideas! If you are interested, we
will be meeting on a quarterly basis. Our next
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 24™ at 10am.
Parents of the children in the Emmaus class are
welcome to join in!

Dates to keep in mind:
* Friday, April 39, 7pm - Bowling at Old
Mountain Lanes, Wakefield
* Sunday, April 5%, 5pm - Monthly MSY
Gathering - Seder for Christians, prepared by
the HSY
Thursday, April 9™, 4pm — Service of Foot
Washing for Children
* Friday, April 10th, 10:00am — Outdoor
Stations of the Cross for Children (ONC)

The Episcopal Conference Center: ECC’s application
forms for summer 2009 are available. If you have any
questions about scholarships, please contact Trish at
ext. 105

High School Youth (HSY):

Junior docents needed: If you are interested in
learning the history of the Old Narragansett Church,
St. Paul’s docents would like to share their knowledge
with you. Please call Trish for further information.

High school seniors & college students: Scholarship
application forms for both St. Paul’s and the Diocese
of Rhode Island are available. Please contact Trish.

HSY gathering - Sunday, April 5" beginning
at 4pm in the Parish House. (Seder for
Christians).

Mission Trip: In
preparation for the mission
trip to the Dominican

Republic the missioners
have been meeting on a
weekly basis. Our team
building experiences has
helped them support,
strengthen and understand one another. They are
eagerly anticipating the mission trip to Camp
Transfiguration from April 12 through April 19,

I ask that you continue to pray for us — for God’s
Blessings and His Grace to guide and strengthen us.

Peace,

Trishv

Good Friday Offering

As you read last month in the appeal from
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefforts Schori, please
remember that our Good Friday offerings will
support The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and
the Middle East and be generous.




Sunday School News

April and May are the busiest months 'l Y,
during the Sunday school year. In

order to keep the schedule straight for

everyone, I have set up a calendar for

each week until the year ends in May. In the next
issue of the Communicant I will include
information for Vacation Bible School registration.
If you have any questions about this schedule,

please call me at home @294-9908.

SUNDAY SCEOCL

April 5 Palm Sunday- Regular Sunday
School through grade 4, older
students are encouraged to attend
the service.

There will be a mandatory parent
meeting for the Fifth grade
Emmaus class at 10 am in the
Guild Room.

Maundy Thursday 4pm service of
foot washing for children

7 pm Service of Foot washing and
the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday 10am children’s
Stations of the Cross (outside at the
ONC)

2 pm Liturgy for Good Friday with
sung Passion

7 pm Stations of the Cross
Emmaus and Confirmation class
students are highly encouraged to
attend services during Holy
Week.

Holy Saturday Services at 5:15,
7:30 pm

Easter Services at 6 am Sunrise at
ONC, 7 am Rite 1, 8:30 am at St.
Paul’s and ONC, 10:30 at St Paul’s
Community Worship

Community Worship ( scho ol
vacation week)

April 9

April 10

April 11

April 12

April 19

April 26 Regular Sunday school. - Sunday
school students in PK- 2" grade
will be singing a special song in
church today.

Pancake Breakfast (tentative)
Confirmation 10 am at the
Cathedral 1in Providence.
Confirmands please arrive by 9 am.
Regular Sunday school. Emmaus
class will be baking bread; fifth
graders please arrive by 8:30 am to
the Parish Hall.

Regular Sunday school (Last
teaching day for Sunday school)
Rehearsal 9-10:30 am: mandatory
rehearsal for fifth graders for the
Youth Sunday service

May 2

May 3

May 10

May 16
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\g"/mé Senior Project
\gzﬁé My name is
) o Grace Palmer and [ am

a senior at NKHS and
Project a second-time
missioner to the
Dominican Republic. My mission trip last year
greatly inspired me and as a result I decided to use
my senior project to help raise supplies for the
community there. The donations of basic school
supplies (pencils, crayons, notebooks, etc.)will be
brought with us when we travel to the Dominican
Republic during April vacation and given to the
eager children . On our last visit we were
repeatedly told that school supplies are a great
need, especially as education is their best weapon
against one of their major medical concerns, teen
pregnancies. For the rest of this month there will
be boxes in the Narthex and the Parish Hall for
drop-offs. Any school supplies, old suitcases for
transport, or funds for a much-needed copier
would be greatly appreciated. (Make checks
payable to St. Paul’s Church with Mission Trip
School Suppliem the memo.)
Thank you so very much for your generosity.




Docents, Awake!

Is it possible that it
is time, once again, to think
about the new season for the
Old Narragansett Church?
Although we still have a few
months to go before the
season starts (on July 1%,
we hope that our docents are planning to include
their desired times in their summer schedules. If
you have not been a docent, now is the time to
consider volunteering. You can speak to one of the
docents, or to me, or call the church office,
(294-4357), and I will contact you.

This year we are planning to start a junior
docent group for high school students, and we are
hoping to hear from any high school students who
may be interested. We may even get in touch with
you! The only two requirements for our docents is
your interest in the history of the Old Narragansett
Church, and the time to give (one and a half hours
on one of the days the church is open—Thursday-
Monday during July and August.)

It is now time to wish you all a Happy Easter,
and we hope to see you either as a docent or a
visitor at the Old Narragansett Church.
Natalie Hamlin

ART FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS

Want to be part of one of the oldest and most
significant St. Paul’s activities? Come to a
meeting on Monday, April 20 at 7:30 in the
Chapter Room (Church) to explore ways you can
be a volunteer at St. Paul’s Wickford Art Festival
weekend Food extravaganza! Dates are July 10,
11 and 12. Volunteers are needed for all jobs from
pie bakers to grill masters. Proceeds from the event
go to the scholarship fund. If you are a veteran or
have some new ideas or would just like to see what
it is all about, please come. YOUR HELP IS
NEEDED AND IT’S FUN! For more information
call the church office at 294-4357.

Looking for New Chalice Bearers

What is a “Chalice Bearer” anyway? A chalice
bearer is a parishioner who helps with Communion
by offering the cup of consecrated wine to
parishioners during the Eucharist. You know,
they’re the ones who give you the wine when you
come up to the altar. Please contact the Rector if
you are interested in participating in this most
sacred and important lay ministry (294-4357).

SPRING CLEAN
UP

There will be a Clean
Up and Planting Day on
April 26% before or
after church. The clean up will start at 8 and be
finished by noon. Wear your old clothes and
bring rakes, diggers and pruners. We also will
need a chain saw and a blower and a truck (or 2).
Children are welcome. For more information, call
Martha Parks at 294-6362.

Sprin
CLEANUP DAY

VESTRY RETREAT

The Vestry held an all day retreat on February 28
at Camp Conanicus. It was an opportunity to work
together to plan for the coming year and to
welcome new Vestry members, Clare Parker, Mark
Cranston,. Dick Lewis, Ann Waring and Jane
Tiernan-Reilly, (clerk).




St. Paul’s
“Weekdav”
Nursery School

NEN/

News:
Nursery School
News Three Year Old
Class News: March

came in like a lion which was the prefect
opportunity to talk about the weather and the
approach of spring. We made kites, windsocks and
rainbow mats. Green was the color of the month
and we experimented with the colors of yellow and
blue to create green playdoh and green paint. Our
shape of the month was the shamrock and green
shamrocks and with green glitter filled the rooms.
We wore green and celebrated St. Patrick’s Day
with special green snacks. We practiced our
rhyming with some traditional nursery rthymes and
celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday. We ended the
month with a unit on the signs of spring and bugs.

Four Year Old News: Our four’s started
March with a weather unit also. We learned about
different types of weather and observed and
recorded the weather each day. Other topics we
explored in March were healthy bodies, nutrition
and dental health. We performed an “eggs’—
periment and observed what happens to teeth that
are not cared for and how brushing keeps our teeth
clean and healthy. We spent the rest of the month
on our signs of spring unit which continues into
April. We are learning about the many changes
that take place during the spring with weather,
insects, plants, seeds and animals. We had our
pictures taken by Mare Studio and had a special
pajama day where we were allowed to come to
school in our pajamas, teachers included. That
was a lot of fun.

Registrations are continuing to come in and
we still have a few spots left for our 3 and 4 year
old classes. Call the school for more information
and to schedule a tour (295-5067).

God Bless,
Lindov

HOLY WEEK

SERVICES
'f[. : : é
April 9, Maundy Thursday: e ,; Do q,
4 pm — Service of Foot Sched

Washing for Children (church)

7 pm — Ceremony of Foot Washing and the
Lord’s Supper
All night vigil in the Chapel

April 10, Good Friday:
10 am — Outdoor Stations of the Cross for
children (ONC)
Noon — Ecumenical Good Friday Service
2 pm — Liturgy for Good Friday with Sung
Passion
7 pm — Stations of the Cross

April 11, Holy Saturday:
5:15 pm — Holy Eucharist with Baptisms
7:30 pm — The Great Vigil of Easter and Baptisms

April 12, Easter Day:
6:00 am — Sunrise Eucharist (ONC)
7:00 am — Holy Eucharist, Rite 1 (church)
8:30 am — Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 (church &
ONC)
10:30 am — Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 (church)

North Kingstown Ecumenical Good Friday
Service

The churches of North Kingstown will offer a
service for Good Friday at noon on April 10th.
The service will begin at the North Kingstown
United Methodist Church on Route 1A. From
there, weather permitting, there will be a
procession patterned after the Stations of the @ss
which will follow a route through Wickford to the
fish pier and back — stopping at locations along the
way that represent aspects of our shared
community life. Those unable to follow the more
than 2-mile procession may remain in the
Methodist church for another form of service for
Good Friday.




and YOU ARE INVITED!!

First there was a spark...then there was a
dream.

Struggles and conflicts of the world around us can
affect us personally and in turn effect our life and
ministry here at St. Paul's. In times of stress and
uncertainty there is a natural tendency for us to be
cautious, protective and withdraw. We dare not
take on any risk, our fears emerge, our sense of
imagination and creativity is dampened. Fear
blinds us to possibilities.

Faith however is the opposite of fear. God
calls us to trust our faith in Him. It is through our
faith that we can dream and see possibilities and
trust in God that possibilities can become reality.
This 300 year old Church known as St. Paul's goes
far beyond the walls of our beautiful jewel box of a
sanctuary; in reality WE are the Church, the Body
of Christ. As the Body of Christ we are the eyes,
mind, hands and heart of God reaching out to
others. Christ is the Vine, we are the branches
which, when nurtured, bear fruit.

The "dream" is to invite God into our
dialogue and reach out to our entire parish, to
break the soil around the roots of the Vine, to stir
up the imagination, to nurture our collective
creativity, to stimulate growth, involvement and
excitement -- to see what new shoots emerge and
over time what new fruit we can bear.

With the blessings of Father Phil, the
Vestry and The Ministry Discernment Team the
"Dream Team" has been born. The plan is to reach
out to everyone through a series of dreaming and
brainstorming sessions that will serve as an
opportunity to invite God to be present to us as we
prayerfully consider two questions:

1. How can St. Paul's help YOU to grow in
your personal relationship with God?

2. How is God calling you and St. Paul's at this

time, to ministry in His Name?

The dreaming sessions will be to gather and
collect ideas only. They are designed to be
freewheeling and imaginative, to allow the Holy

Spirit to infuse our imagination. These ideas will
then be collated and brought back to the Ministry
Discernment Team with the hope of identifying
opportunities for enhancement and growth of
ministries.

Meetings will be in the Chapter Room of
the Church with refreshments on: May 5 and May
17 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm and April 28 and May
7 from 10:00 to 11:30 am
We hope to get input from as many people as
possible. For those who cannot make any of the
sessions there will be an opportunity for you to
respond through our special link on the St. Paul's
web site.

Please reflect on the following prayers
which have been guiding the spirit of the Dream
Team:

" | havenoideawhere | amgoing. | do not see
the road aheadof me. | cannotknow for certain
whetee it will end,nor do | really knowmyself,and
the fact that | think that I am following your will
dies not meanthat | am actually doing so. But |
believethat the desie to pleaseyou doesin fact
pleaseyou. And | knowthat if | do this you will
lead me by the right road though | may know
nothing about it..."
Thomas Merton
" Praise the Spirit , close companionof our
inmost thoughts and ways;
Whois showingus God'swondersjs himselfthe
power to gaze;
And God'swill to thosewho listen, by a still
small voice conveys.
Tell of howthe ascendedlesusarmeda people
for his own;
How a thousandmenand womenturned the
known world upside down,
To its dark and furthestcornersby the wind of
heaven blown."
From Hymn 507, Hymnal 1982
Words: Michael Hewlet (b. 1916)

Please come dream with us....

The Dream Team

Tina Butler, Alicia Cranston, Jeff Manickas, Bess
Wilson




